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‘THE ARMY. 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 


ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
the War Department, Adjutanl-General’s 

the week ending Monday, Nov. 17. 

Tuesday, November 11. 

On the recommendation of the Chief of Ordnance, the 
following changes in the stations of officers of the Ord- 
nance Department are made: Captain F. H. Parker, 
from the Washington arsenal tothe Fort Monroe arsenal ; 
First Lieutenant G. W. McKee, from the St. Louis ar- 
senal to the National Armory at Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts; Captain D. J. Young, ordnance storekeeper, 
from the New York arsenal to the St. Louis arsenal. 
The officers concerned are relieved from their present 
duties, and will report without delay to their new sta- 
tions. 

Paragraph 3 of Special Orders No. 217, November 3, 
1873, from this office, directing that Privates George 
Kling and Charles Miller, band of the First Artillery, 
be restored to duty without trial, is revoked, it having 
been issued under a misapprehension of the facts in the 


case, 
Wednesday, November 12. 

Discharged.—Commissary-Sergeant James Callahan, 
U.8. Army; Private Frederick Richards, Company L, 
First Cavalry; Private Henry Howard, Company D, 
Seventh Infantry 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant D. 
L. Craft, Sixth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 170, Au- 
gust 4, 1873, from headquarters Department of Dakota, 
is extended five months. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant H. H. Ketchum, adjutant Twenty-second Infan- 
try, in Special Orders No, 217, September 30, 1873, from 
headquarters Department of Dakota, is further extended 
four months. 

The leave of absence granted Captain E. D. Baker, as- 
sistant quartermaster, in Special Orders No. 229, Oc- 
tober 14, 1873, from headquarters Department of Dakota, 
is extended sixty days. 


Thursday, November 13. 


Hospital Steward John Shearlock, U. S. Army, and 
First Sergeant Henry Heintz, Company E, Twenty-sec- 
ond Infantry, are ordered to return totheir station at 
Fort Sully, with permission to delay twenty days en 
route. 

Paragraph 6, Special Orders No. 213, of October 29, 
1878, from this officeyis heréby revoked, and Second 
Lieutenant Vinton A. Goddard, Fourth Artillery, will 
report in person at Newport Barracks, Kentucky, to ac- 
company the first detachment of recruits leaving that 
post for the Pacific coast, and on completion of which 
duty he will join his proper station. 

The leave of absence, on surgeon’s certificate of disa- 
bility, granted Captain Hamilton Lieber, military store- 
keeper Quartermaster’s Department, in Special Orders 
No, 289, October 26, 1873, from headquarters Depart- 
ment of Dakota, is extended eleven months, on surgeon’s 
certificate of disability, with permission to go beyond 
sea. 

The following transfers of officers of the Adjutant- 
General’s Department are announced: Colonel Richard 
C. Drum, assistant adjutant-general, from headquarters 
Military Division of the Atlantic to headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Missouri; Lieutenant-Colonel 
James B. Fry, assistant adjutant-general, from head- 
quarters Military Division of the Missouri to headquar- 
ters Military Division of the Atlantic. The officers con- 
serned will report for duty accordingly. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Second 
Lieutenant Julius H. Pardee, Twenty-third infantry, 
in Special Orders No. 124, June 20, 1873, from this 
office, is extended three months. 

By direction of the President, the extension of leave 
of absence granted Captain V. M. C. Silva, Twenty-first 
Infantry, in Special Orders No. 176, September 3, 1873, 
from this office, is still further extended until February 
1, 1874, and acceptance of his resignation is suspended 
until further orders. 

Friday, November 14, 


The following-named officers will report in person to 
the superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service, St. 
Louis Barracks, Missouri, to accompany a detachment 
of recruits to the Ninth Cavalry. On the completion of 
this duty they will join their proper stations: First 
Lieutenant Thomas J. Spencer, Tenth Cavalry; First 
Lieutenant John B. Nixon, Twenty-fourth Infantry. 

The resignation of First Lieutenant Isaac W. Maclay, 
Ordnance Department, has been accepted by the Presi- 
dent, to take effect November 15, 1873. 

Leave of absence for six months, with permission to 
go beyond sea, and toapply for an extension of six months, 
is granted Second Lieutenant Henry P. Ritzius, Twenty- 
fifth Infantry. 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant J. 
M. Burns, Seventeenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
217, September 30, 1878, from headquarters Department 
of Dakota, is extended five months. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, How 
pital Steward Henry Barnard is relieved from duty in 





Office, for 


lasuzd from 


the Military Division of the Atlantic, and will report 
in person to the commanding general Department of the 
Platte for assignment to duty. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, the 
following changes in the stations and duties of officers of 
the Medical Department are made: Assistant Surgeon 
W. D. Wolverton will report in person, at the expira- 
tion of his present leave of absence, to the commanding 
general Department of the South for assignment to 
duty; Assistant Surgeon Charles R. Greenleaf will re- 
port in person to the commanding general Department 
of the South for assignment to duty ; Assistant Surgeon 
D. G. Caldwell and Assistant Surgeon M. K. Taylor are 
relieved from duty in the Department of the South, and 
will report in person to the commanding general De- 
partment of Texas for assignment to duty; Assistant 
Surgeon J. H. Patzki will report in person to the com- 
manding general Department of ,the Platte for assign- 
ment to duty. 

Discharged.—Private Samuel Porter, Company K, 
Eighth Cavalry; Private George Gibenwine, Company 
F, Thirteenth Infantry; Private John O’Brien, Com- 
pany K, Third Artilleey; Private John Mills, Company 
A, Sixteenth Infantry; Musician Harry B. Murray, 
Company F, Ninth Infantry; Private John Wiiliams, 
Company B, Third Cavalry. 

Dishonorably -Discharged.—Private George Le 
Company G, Eighth Infantry. 

Private John L. Higgins, Company A, Sixth 
Cavalry, enlisted July 24, 1871, and deserted 
September 9, 1872, having reported himself as 
a deserter from the Army, under the provisions of the 
President’s order of pardon (G. O. No. 102, W. D., A. 
G. O., Oct. 10, 1873), and being now on service by en- 
listment inthe United States Navy, is discharged from 
the Army, to date October 21, 1873. 

Transferred.—Private John M. Sands, Compary H, 
Fourth Infantry, to Company C, Thirteenth Infantry. 

The following named enlisted men having reported 
themselves as deserters from the Army, under provis- 
ions of the President’s order of pardon (G. O. No. 102, 

D., A. G. O., October 10, 1873), and being now on 
service by enlistment in the Marine Corps, are hereby 
discharged from the Army as of the dates set opposite 
their respective names: Recruits John Brophy, General 
Service U. S. Army; Emile Leroy, General Mounted 
Service U. S. Army, October 31, 1873; Privates Anton 
Bindseil, Company L, Fourth Artillery, John Shea, 
Company H, Fifth Artillery, October 29, 1873. 

Ths; following named enlisted men, who have surren- 
dered under G. O. No. 102, W. D., A. G. O., Octeber 10, 
1873, are restored to duty without trial and transferred 
to the companies set opposite their respective names: 
George Crowell, Ordnance Detachment, U.S. Army (en- 
listed December 28, 1870, deserted March 15, 1871), to 
Company G, First Artillery; Private Frank Schmid, 
Fourth Artillery (enlisted July 25, 1872; deserted Sep- 
tember 12, 1872; enlisted September 17, 1872, under the 
name of Frank Schmidt), to Company G, First Artil- 
lery ; Private Cincinnatis P. Haddox, Company H, 
Thirty-seventh Infantry (enlisted April 9, 1867; desert- 
ed November 16, 1868; enlisted May 12, 1873, under the 
name of Charles Cunningham), to Company G, First Ar- 
tillery; Private Henry Meinardees, Company B, 
Fourth Infantry (enlisted March 29, 1870; deserted 
August 23, 1871; enlisted December 6, 1872, under the 
name of Charles Cramer), to Light Battery A, Second 
Artillery. 

Saturday, November 15. 


Recruit Thomas Lucas, Company F, Thirteenth In- 
fantry, enlisted July 1, 1869, deserted August 29, 1869, 
having surrendered himself under G. O. No. 102, W. 
D., A. G. O., October 10, 1873, is restored to duty with- 
out trial. 

The following named enlisted men, who have surren- 
dered under G. O. No. 102, W. D., A. G. O., October 10, 
1873, are restored to duy without trial, and transferred 
to the companies set opposite their respective names : 
Private James Murphy, Battalion of Engineers, U. 8. 
Army (enlisted November 28, 1870, deserted May 15, 
1871), to Company I, Fourth Artillery ; Private Augu:t 
Meyer, Company H, Seventh Cavalry (enlisted March 
€, 1871; deserted December 10, 1872; enlisted Septem- 
ber 19, 1873, in General Service U.S. Army, under tho 
name of John Nordman), to Light Battery A, Second 
Artillery; Private Thomas B. McCarson, Company K, 
Eighteenth Infantry (enlisted December 3, 1870, de- 
serted October 7, 1871), to Company H, Twelfth Infan- 
try ; Private Daniel McCarthy, Company H, Seventh In- 
fantry (enlisted September 20, 1870, deserted August 
29, 1872), to the General Service U.S. Army, at Fort 
Columbus, New York Harbor; Private Clayton E. 
Grove, Light Battery K, First Artillery (enlisted Sep- 
tember 23, 1870, deserted May 29, 1871), to Light Bat- 
tery C, Third Artillery; Recruit John Ryan, Company 
G, Fourth Artillery (enlisted October 31, 1872, deserted’ 
November 18, 1872), to the General Service U. S. Army, 
at Fort Columbus, New York Harbor; Private Philip 
C. Smith, Company A, Seventh Cavalry (enlisted July 
80, 1866; deserted December 16, 1866; enlisted July 
24, 1873, in Company H, Second Artillery, under the 
name of Charles Smith), to Company H, Second Ar- 
tillery. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, Hos- 
pital Steward William Pittis is relieved from duty in the 
Military Division of the Atlantic, to take effect on the 
completion of his duties in connection with the late Med- 
ical Director’s Office, Department of the Lakes, and will 
report in person to the Surgeon-General, in this city, 
for duty in his office. 





| Superintendent Bennett M. Reese, of the Nations 


Cemetery at Aunapolis, Maryland, is disch: the ser- 
vice of the United States, to take effect ber 1, 
1873, to enable him to re-enter the Soldiers’ Home. 

The leave of absence granted Captain Franck EB. Tavy- 
lor, First Artillery, in Special Orders No. 33, July 26, 
1873, from headquarters of the Army, is extended until 
January 1, 1874. 

The superintendent General Recruiting Service will 
cause to be prepared and forwarded under per 
charge twenty-five recruits to Fort Independence, Seles 
Harbor, where they will be reported upon arrival to the 
commanding officer of that post for assignment to Com- 
pany E, Fifth Artillery. The surplus over the author- 
ized strength will be borne on the rolls of this company 
as “‘ temporarily attached.” 

Monday, November 17. 


Sergeant George L. Fisher and Private David Rall, 
Company A, Second Infantry, are ordered to return to 
their station at Atlanta, with permission to delay ten 
days en route. 

Corporal Squire Jackson and Private James Wood, 
Company G, Twenty-fifth Infantry, are ordered to re- 
turn to their station at Fort Davis, with permission to 
delay five days en route. 

The superintendent General Recruiting Service will 
cause to be prepared and forwarded under proper charge 
two hundred recruits to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
where they will be reported upon arrival to the com- 
manding general Department of the Missouri for assign- . 
ment as follows: Seventy-five to the Fifth Infantry ; 
one hundred and twenty-five to the Third Infantry. 

Leave of absence for sixty days, on ea certifi- 
cate of disability, is granted Captain A. Brunham, 
Corps of Engineers, 

Discharged.—Private Alfred Faya, band of the Nine- 
teenth Infantry. 

Private George Ward, Company I, First Cavalry, en- 

listed February 14, 1871 ; deserted July 24, 1873 ; surren- 
dered October 30, 1873, at Camp Halleck, Nevada, under 
G. O. No. 102, W. D., A. G. O., October 10, 1873, is re- 
stored to duty without trial. 
Transferred.—Private James T, McKray, Company K, 
Eighteenth Infantry, to the Twenty-third Infantry, the 
commanding efficer of which regiment will assign him 
to a company. 


CHANGES OF [STATIONS. 


The following is a list of the changes of stations of troops reported 
at the War Department since last report : 


- Hostenenens Eighth Cavalry, from Fort Union, N. M., to Santa 
e, N. M. 

Headquarters Fifteenth Infantry, from Santa Fe, N. M., to Fort 
Garland, C. T. 

Company E, Nineteenth Infantry, from St. Martinsvilie, La., 
to Jackson Barracks, La. 

Company F, T wenty-second Infantry, from Fort Sully, D. T., to 
Fort Randall, D. T. 

Company K, Twenty-second Infantry, from Fort Randall, D. T., 
to Fort Sully, D. T. 

Posr DiscontTinvgeD.—St. Martinsville, La. 


PAY DEPARTMENT. 
Colonel Benjamin Alvord, Paymaster-General. 

ANNUAL REPORT, 

PAYMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Oct. 10, 1878. 

To the Honorable the Secretary of War. 
Sm: I have the honor to submit my annual report of 
the transactions of the Pay Department of the Army for 
the last fiscal year ending June 30, 1873. 
Tabular statements herewith enclosed show in detail 
the fiscal operations of the Department for that year, 
summarily stated as follows’ 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 
Balance on hand at the beginning of the 
fiscal year (July 1, 1872)......... +o cess $2,289,221 94 
Received during the fiscal year from the 
pS psaorspalins Saba Ss 9.0.0006.0000 00,00... Annee 
Received from Soldiers’ Deposits........ 209,850 38 
Miscellaneous receipts.......c.sseeee0+- 221,079 32 


Total ....cscocsscscocce sce occececplG,seesGen. OM 
Disbursed to the Army... .$11,056,522 35 
Disbursed to the Military 

176,010 97 


Academy... 
Disbursed on Treasury Cer- 
tificates........ 1,936,230 16 
Total Disbursements. . $13,168,763 43 
Surplus funds deposited in 


e eeeereeeeee 


pereeeeeee 


Treasury..... ceccsesreeee 1,188,467 39 
Miscellaneous receipts de- 
posited..........0.....- 218,407 00 


Balance in hands of Pay- 
masters June 30, 1873, to 
be accounted for in next 
TEPOFt.... cesccscevesees 2,152,991 81 


Total... cecsceccceccccccccecs oe 00$16,020,009 59 
The most important matter which it is my duty to 
bring before you is the im tive necessity of more. 
paymasters. The sixth section of the act of March 3, 
1869, forbids any appointments and promotions in 
staff of the Army until further legislation. he 3 
section of the act of July 7, 1838, forbids the detail of 
officers of the Army as acting paymasters, Thus the 
Pay Department has not the resources of the 
master’s or Subsistence D For 


te duty in those ats have always. 
wade, an aleo for any-08 the other doberienta of 
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vent ya ‘etocginieation eovided by the pf f July 
ment act of Ju 
28, 1866—two in the rank of lieutenant-colonel, and 
fourteen in the rank of major—five of these vacancies 
my last annual report. The duties of 
the troops during the last year haye been per- 
ap Sapeeeerey © Maseene 0 could be expected, 
the reduced number of paymasters. I shall 
do but simple justice to them when eo that they have 
faithfully and efficiently discharged} their duties, often- 
times in very remote and exposed regions on the frontier. 
One excellent officer has been lost at sea, and two at- 
robbers (fortunately foiled in their audacious 
attempts) during the last year, which faets exhibit the 
incident to their tours of duty. The War De- 
partment should have it in its power to give respite and 
relief to many on remete stations, which can only be ac- 
complished by an increase of the number of paymasters. 
But without reference to those considerations, an increase 
is needed for the absolute wants of the service. 

I recommend that the number of paymasters be now 
established at fifty-two instead of sixty as provided by 
law in the 18th section of the act of July 28, 1866, and 
a repeal of the interdict upon future appointments and 
promotions. It is but just that the power of promotion 
should be restored to the Executive; for what isan army 
or a staff corps good for in which the principle of pro- 
motion is not recognized ? 

I recommend that a greater period than thirty days be 
allowed to an officer on leave of absence without re- 
duction of pay. Thirty days barely suffices to enable 
an officer to travel from remote departments to the East 
and return. By the 11th section of the act of June 20, 
1864, it was enacted that “leave of absence for other 
cause than sickness or wounds may be allowed an officer 
by order of his proper commander, without deduction 
from his pay and allowances; Provided, That the aggre- 
gate of such absence shall not exceed thirty diys in any 
one year.” A previous act (of March 3, 1863) provided 
that the reduction should be one-half the pay and allow- 
ances of the officer. 

The only other legislation‘concerning the Pay Depart- 
ment which I recommend is that the pay of paymasters’ 
clerks should be increased. It is now one hundred dol- 
lars per month. A large share of their duties is dis- 

in regions where the journeys ere arduous and 

poy Aap mage regions, too, having many attractions 

to draw them from our employment. The superior pay 

enjoyed by clerks of the Quartermaster’s and Subsistence 

mts has often worked \to the injury of the Pay 

Department. Expert clerks of this department have re- 

and gone into those departments. This is but 

the natural effect of inadequate compensation and of the 
existing inequalities. 

The acts of May 15, 1872, concerning the pay of the 
enlisted men and establishing a system of deposits, have 
signally ameliorated their condition. But they have 
not yet reduced the number of desertions as much as we 
had . Still the number of desertions in the Army 
in the 1 year ending June 30, 1873, was five hundred 
less than in the previous year, and one thousand less 
than in the year ending June 30, 1871. 

It would be difficult to devise legislation better calcu- 
lated than those acts to encourage re-enlistments, re- 
ward faithful service, and diminish desertion. It may 
require the experience of several years to develop their 
full effect upon the rank and file of the Army. Some of 
the company commanders represent that the interest 
given for deposits should have been established at six 
per cent. instead of four per cent. per annum. 

I append to this report a table exhibiting the average 
amount of deposits per company during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1873, in the various Military Depart- 
ments. From this it appears that the largest amount of 
deposits per company was in the Department of Arizona, 

iz.: $1,583; next, in the Department of the Columbia, 
$717 per company. In these departments there was the 
greatest amount of field operations, the troops being in 
campaign against the Apaches and Modocs. 

This shows, as I expected, that in time of war the 
most its will be made bythe enlistedmen. During 
the civil war such a system would have given the 
Government the handling of many millions for years. 
During the last years of the war there were at least 
about 14,000 companies of troops employed. This, at 
the rate of $1,500 deposited by each company, would 
have made twenty-one million dollara per annum. _—_, 

During the year ending August 31, 1873, $246,643 (or 
an average exceeding $20,000 per month) were deposited, 
the use of or — Government wiil have for an 
average period of about two and one-half years. 

Respectfully submitted. BENJAMIN ALVORD, 

- Paymaster-General, U. S. Army. 
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 
Brigadter-General A, A. Humphreys, U. 8. A., Chief of Engineers. 


The Improvement of the Mississippi.—On the 81st of 
October Colonel J. H. Simpson, of the Engineer Co 
addressed a letter to Colonel W. M. Grosvenor, Be 
Louie, Mo., askingfthe specific ground of the opinion ex- 

by him in a speech reported in the N. Y. Times, to 
the effect that “he believed the improvements which 
had already been made by the Gen Government in 
the Mississippi river had been in part conducted un- 
wisely, and in many cases at a wasteful expenditure of 


money. . 
“Being in of the improvement of this river 
river from the mouth of the Missouri to the mouth of 


the Ohio, of course,” said Colonel Simpson, “I feel y. 
much interested in this matter.” =" sa 

In reply Colonel Grosvenor says : 

The report of the New York ‘Times, quoted by you, 
does not give correctly either the resolution offerad 
the committee nor the of my remarks. The reso- 
lution, a of which is herewith enclosed, was design- 
ated to not the method in which money was 
expended under direction of the Army officers, but the 


SF ore 


have more accurately expressed the meaning—to works 
of improvement "4 rather by considerations of local 
interest than by wants of a national character. It was 
the purpose of the committee to criticise what is known 
as the “log-rolling” system of appropriations by which 
many members of each seeking to secure favor 
at home by obtaining money for local improvements, 
combined to put through appropriations, many of which 
are not in aid of works cf national character, so that the 
sum which remains and is applied to works of national 
importance, is thus materially diminished. As 
you will perceive, the pith of the recommenda- 
tion is that Congress shall make such appropria- 
tions, and only such, as may be proposed by a board 
composed in part of officers of the Engineer Corps, after 
examination and comparison of the different plans of 
improvement proposed, and the practical benefits ex- 
pected to be derived fromeach. These points were fully 
explained by me in remarks, the spirit of which the 
Times report quite misrepresents. [ think I made it 
clear to the board, as I would be glad here to do, that it 
was not the purpose to criticise the manner of expendi- 
ture of money appropriated, but the character of the 
appropriations made. 

Permit me to add that, while no reference was made 
in the resolution to the improvements under your charge, 
in other remarks in debate I had occasion to speak of the 
great benefits already secured by the works under your 
charge, the works upon the rapids of the upper river, 
and the operations of the snagboats, and urged that such 
works, upon our great national highway, should be for- 
warded by the most liberal appropriations, while the 
sum expended in minor works of local character all over 
the country might well be greatly reduced. 

Regretting that newspaper “despatches should have 
been such as to cause your misunderstanding of the 
spirit of the resolution offered, and of my remarks, and 
should have led you to suppose that I had faiiwd to ap- 
preciate the care, thoroughness and fidelity with which 
the funds appropriated have been expended by the 
officers of the Army in charge of improvements, or the 
liberal views which have generally guided their recom- 
mendation for appropriations of public money, I am, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. M. Grosvenor. 








HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
W. 1. Sherman, General of the Army of the United States. 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Captain E. H. Leib, Fifth Cavalry, at present, on sick 
leave, will report by letter to the Adjutant-General for 
duty with the next detachment of recruits ordered to the 
Department of Arizona. (S. O. No. 59, Nov. 15.) 

1. The leave of absence for thirty days granted First 
Lieutenant C. P. Rodgers, Fifth Cavalry, in Spocial 
Orders No. 79, Department of Arizona, dated September 
25, 1873, is hereby extended sixty days. (S. O. No. 60, 
November 18.) 

2. Private A. B. Burns, general service clerk on duty 
at these headquarters, is hereby discharged the service 
of the United States. ([bid.) 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 
LTieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Haq rt’ra Chicago, Iu. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 


Fort Snelling—Surgeon J. F. Head, U. 8. Army, 
medical director of the department, November 7 was di- 
rected to make a thorough inspection of Fort Snelling, 
Minn., with reference to its sanitary condition, and the 
efficiency of the Medical Department, acting also as spe- 
cial inspector of such hospital property as may be pre- 
sent for inspection. 

Fort Hilis.—A General Court-martial has been ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Ellis, M. T., December 4. De- 
tail for the court: Major N. B. Sweitzer, Captains Ed- 
ward Ball, Lewis Thompson, G. L. Tyler, Second Cav- 
alry ; Firat Lieutenant C. A. Coolidge, Seventh Infan- 
try ; Second Lieutenants E. J. McClernand, C. B. Scho- 
field, L. H. Jerome, C. F. Roe, Second Cavalry, Assist- 
ant Surgeon J. H. Kinsman, U. S. Army, judge-ad- 
vocate. 

Twentieth Infantry .—Before a General Court-martial 
which convened at Fort Abercrombie, D. T., and of 
which Colonel T. L. Crittenden, Seventeenth Infantry, 
is president, First Lieut. R. M. Taylor, Twenticth Infan- 
try, was arraigned and tried on the charges, I.—* Dis- 
obedience of orders, in violation of the Yth Article of 
War.” IL.—“‘ Conduct to the prejudice of good order 
and military discipline, in violation of the 99th Arti- 
cle of War.” I[L.—“ Conduct unbecoming an officer 
and a gentleman.” The specifications charge the em- 
ployment of civil employees of the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment, in the cultivation of a garden belonging to 
the accused, for his personal benefit. The court find 
that such employees were so employed, but for their 
own benefit, | not for the private benefit of Lieu- 
tenant Taylor. And the court does therefore hon- 
orably “acquit him.” The proceedings are ap- 
proved by Brigadier-General Terry, who in his com- 
ments on this case says: In his address to the court 
the accused states that the order (from the post com- 
mander prohibiting the employment of the hired 
laborers of the Quartermaster’s Department in the cul- 
tivation of any garden), as understoodjby him, only pro- 
hibited the employment of the men in a garden in which 
he, the accused, had an interest, and that the order, as 
so undersiood, was complied with by confining the labor 
of tkese men to a partof the garden which had been 


by | given to them for their own use. Whatever weight the 


court may have considered the statement of the accused 
entitled to, as showing innocence of Uis intent, it 
cannot avail to contradict the sworn testimony as to 
facts. ... There is evidenco of an arrangement by 
which the laborers were to have a share of the produce 





of their labor, but it appears that this arrangement was 


not made until about the middle of July, after a num- 
ber of days’ labor had been bestowed upon the garden, 
and there is ground for the inference that it was mafle 
after the reception of the order prohibiting such em- 
ployment of the men. So faras can be ascertained from 
the record, the work done prior to about July 15, was at 
least in part for the benefit of the accused, und there is 
nothing but his own statement to relieve him from the 
charge of participating in the fruits of the labor per- 
formed subsequently to that date, The superintendent 
of the quartermaster’s depot testifies that at the time 
the men were employed in the garden, necessary work 
in the Quartermaster’s Department was left undone, for 
want of hands to doit. The evidence offered in contra- 
diction of this statement is purely negative in its char- 
acter, and proves nothing. The allegations under the 
3d charge rest upon the evidence above referred to, and 
the testimony of the post commander as to the statement 
made by the accused. Whether this statement was or 
was not deliberately false depends upon facts imperfectly 
shown. The findings upon the 3d charge and the speci- 
fication thereto are approved. The remaining findings 
are disapproved. First Lieutenant R. M. Taylor, Twen- 
tieth Infantry, is released from arrest and restored to 
duty. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURL. 
Brigadver-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 


Eighth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to apply to the Adjutant-General of the 
Army, tbrough headquarters Military Division of the 
Missouri, for an extension of four months, was granted 
First Lieutenant J. W. Pullman, November 13. 

Sizth Cavalry.—Major C. E. Compton, Sixth Cavalry, 
November 7 was relieved from duty as member of the 
G. C.-M. convened at Fort Hays, Kas., by par. 2, 8. O. 
No. 171, c. s., from department headquarters, and First 
Lieutenant J. H. Sands, detailed in his stead. 

Third Infantry.—Loeave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to apply at headquarters Military Di- 
vision of the Missouri for an extension of thirty days, 
was granted Captain J. F. Kent, November 11. This 
leave to take effect when, in the opinion of Captain 
Kent’s post commander, his services can best be spared. 

Commissary Depar!ment.—Captain J. H. Gilman, com- 
missary of subsistence, U. 8. Army, November 11 was 
ordered to relieve Major M. R. Morgan, commissary of 
subsistence, U. S. Army, in tha duties of chief commis- 
sary of subsistence of the department, and depot com- 
missary of subsistence at Fort Leavenworth, Kas. 

To enable him to comply with par. 3, 8. O. No. 215, 
c. s., W. D., A.-G. O., Major M. R. Morgan, commissary 
of subsistence, U. 8. Army, November 11 was relieved 
from duty in this department. General Pope in Orders 
says: ** The department commander gladly avails him- 
self of an opportunity to express his high apprecia- 
tion of the efficiency, zeal, and intelligence which have 
characterized the official services of Major Morgan while 
on duty in the department, and the thoroughness with 
which the administration of the Subsistence Department 
in this command, under the immediate direction of 
Major Morgan, has been marked. It is with regret that 
he is forced by superior authority to part with so valua- 
ble an officer, and a gentleman so highly esteemed. The 
department commander begs to extend to him the most 
cordial wishes for his welfare and prosperity.” 

Fort Garland —A General Court-martial November 
12 was appointed to meet at Fort Garland, C. T., No- 
vember 24. Detail for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel A. 
V. Kautz, Fifteenth Infantry; Captain A. P. Caraher, 
Eighth Cavalry ; First Lieutenant W. T. Hartz, Second 
Lieutenants C. M. DeLany, Fifteenth Infantry; G. E. 
Pond, Eighth Cavalry. Captain Horace Jewett, Fif- 
teenth Infantry, judge-advocate. 

Santa Fe, N. M.—A. A. Surgeon J. F. Boughter, U. 
S. Army, November 12 was ordered to Santa Fe, N. M., 
for assignment to duty. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Brigadier>General E. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraska 


Omaha Barracks.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Omaha Barracks, Neb., November 17. 
First Lieutenant Thomas J. Gregg, Second Cavalry, and 
the following offivers of the Ninth Infantry were de- 
tailed for the court: Major Edwin f. Townsend; Cap- 
tain Philip A. Owen; First Lieutenants George kh. 
Griffith, William E. Hofman, James Regan. First Lieu- 
tenant Morris C. Foot, judge-advocate. sulting 

Fort D. A. Russell—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Fort D. A. Russell, W. T., Novem- 
ber 17. Detail for the cdurt: Major Thomas 8. Dunn, 
Captains William 8. Worth, Charles Porter, Augustus 
W. Corliss, Eighth Infantry; First Lieutenants Carl 
Veitenheimer, Fourth Infantry; Emmet Crawford, 
Third Cavalry; Second Lieutenants John J. O’Brien, 
Fourth Infantry ; W. H. Carter, Eighth Infantry. First 
Lieutenant Daniel T. Wells, Eighth Infantry, judge- 
advocate. 

Fort Fred Steele:-—A General Court-martinl was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Fred Steele, W. T., November 
19. Detail for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel Luther P. 
Bradley, Ninth Infantry; Captains Alfred L. Hough, 
Emory W. Clift, Arthur MacArthur, jr., Thirteenth In- 
fantry; First Lieutenant A. H. Bowman, Ninth Infan- 
try. Second Lieutenant P. Henry Ray, Eighth Infan- 
try, judge-advocate. 

Camp Douglas.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Camp Douglas, U. T., November 19. 
Captain David 8. Gordon, Second Cavalry, and the fol- 
lowing officers of the Thirteenth Infantry were detailed 
for the court: Captains Robert Nugent, James T. Mc- 
Ginniss; First Lieutenants William Auman, Jerauld A. 
Olmsted; Second Lieutenants Benjamin H. Gilman, 
Samuel N. Holmes. First Lieutenant Thomas 8S. Mum- 
ford, judge-advocate. 

Eighth Infantry—A General Court-martial wes ap- 
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the court: Lieutenant-Colonel John D. Wilkins; Cap- 
tains Alfred T. Smith, John N. Andrews; F.rst Lieu- 
tenant James W. Powell; Second Lieutenants William 
H. McMinn, Wallace Mott, William L. Pitcher. Second 
Lieutenant Charles M. Baily, judge-advocate. 
Commissary of Subsistence.—Captain William H. 
Nash, commissary of subsistence, U. 8. Army, Novem- 
ber 1 was announced as chief commissary of subsistence 
of the department, relieving Captain J. W. Barriger, 
commissary of subsistence, U.S. Army, who, upon be- 
ing relieved by Captain Nash, was ordered to comply 
with the provisions of pur. 1, 8S. O. No. No. 183, c. a, 
War Department, assigning him to duty in the office of 
the Commissary-General of Subsistence, Washington. 
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General CU. C. Augur: Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 


To enable him to comply with par. 3, 8. O. No. 198, ec. 
s., A.-G. O., November 4, Major Chauncey McKeever, A. 
A.-G. U.8. Army, was relieved from duty in this de- 
partment. 

Fort Clark.—A. A. Surgeon Donald Jackson, U. 8. 
Army, November 5 was relieved :from temporary duty 
at department headquarters, and ordered to return to 
Fort Clark, Texas. 

Ninth Gavalry.—Telegraphic instructions Novem- 
ber 5 directed the commanding officer Fort Brown to 
order Captain J. Lee Humfreville, Ninth Cavalry, to 
proceed to San Antonio via Brashear City and Galveston, 
and to report in person to the judge-advocate of the de- 
partment in arrest. 

Medical Department.—Leave of absence for thirty 
days October 29 was granted A. A. Surgeon F. P. Cleary, 
U.S. Army. 

Siath Vavalry.—Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas H. Neill 
November 3 was directed to return to Fort Gibson, I. 
T. Leave of absence for twenty days, to take effect on 
the 15th instant, was granted this officer at the same 
time. 

Fort Duncan.—A General Court-martial convened at 
Fort Duncan, Texas, November 7. Detail for the court: 
Major Alfred E. Latimer, Fourth Cavalry; Captain C. 
N. W. Cunningham, 'l'wenty-fourth Infantry ; Assistant 
Surgeon William R. Steinmetz, Medical Department ; 
First Lieutenants George A. Thurston, Fourth Cavalry ; 
Alfred ©. Markley, Twenty-fourth Infantry; Second 
Lieutenant Otho W. Budd, Fourth Cavalry. First 
Lieutenant John L. Bullis, Twenty-fourth Infantry, 
judge-advocate. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell : Headg’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I, McDowell: Iesdquarters, Louisville, Kentucl-y. 


Highteenth Infaniry.—Loave of absence for thirty 
days, with permission to leave the limits of the depart- 
ment, was granted Second Lieutenant C. B. Hinton, 
November 8. 

Nineteenth Infaniry.—The leave of absence for one 
month, granted Captain P. H. Kemington, by S. O. No. 
149, headquarters Department of the Gulf, November 13 
was extended one month. 

Pay Depuriment.—Major W. B. Rochester, paymas- 
ter, U. 8. Army, November 10 was ordered to proceed 
to Newport, Ky., on duty connected with the Pay De- 
partment, and return to his station on its being com- 
pleted. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 


Colonel W. Hi. Emory: Headquarters, Mississippi City, Miss. 


Payment of Troops—Major George L. Febiger, pay- 
master, U. 8. Army, November 10 was directed to pro- 
ceed to Mississippi City, Miss., and Mount Vernon Bar- 
racks, Ala., for the purpose of paying the troops at those 
points. After which he will return to his station in 
New Orleans. He will all also proceed to Baten Rouge, 
La., for the same purpose, rejoining his station as before. 
Major William H. Johnston, paymaster, U. 8. Army, 
will at the same time proceed to Key West and Fort 
Jefferson, Fla., for tie purpose of paying the troops. 
After which he will return to his station in New 
Orleans. 

Quartermaster’s Department.—The leave; of absence 
granted Major Henry OC. Hodges, quartermaster, U. 8. 
Army, in 8. O. No. 177, c. s., from department head- 
quarters, November 13 was extended five days. 

Alexandria.—The post at Alexandria, La., November 
14 was ordered to be broken up, and Company C (Gen- 
try’s), Nineteenth Infantry, was directed to proceed to 
take post at Colfax, Grant Parish, La. Company D 
Smith’s), Nineteenth Infantry, was ordered to proceed 
to Baton Rouge, La., and there take post. A. A. Sur- 
geon A. DeLoffre, U. 8S. Army, was ordered to accom- 
pany Company OC, Nineteenth Infantry, to Colfax, Grant 
oo La., and remain on duty at that point as medical 
officer. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. 8. Hancock: H'dqrtrs, New York. 


Officers Registered.—The following officere were regis- 
tered at headquarters Military Division of the Atlantic, 
for the week ending November 18, 1873: Captain Ham- 
ilton Lieber, M. S. K., U. 8. Army; Assistant Surgeon 
E. McClellan, U. 8. Army; Captains E. R. Ames, Sixth 
Infantry ; B. F. Rittenhouse, Fifth Artillery ; Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel C. Grover, Third Cavalry ; Captain 8. Mun- 
son, Ninth Infantry; Second Lieutenant F. H. Mills, 
Twenty-fourth Infantry; Major Chauncey McKeever, 
A. A.-G.; Second Lieutenants C. H. Hey], Twenty-third 
Infantry ; Augustus K. Egbert, Second er Cap- 
tain Madison Barrett, M. S. K., U. 8. Army; Major M. 
R. Morgan, OC. S., U. S. Army; Colonel H. Day, U. 8. 
Army; Captain J. B. Campbell, Fourth Artillery; 








Major Thomas F. Barr, judge-advocate, U, 8, Army. 
Bxperimenis with the Gatling Gun—Fort Mon 





roe, Va.—A second series of experiments with the 
Gatling gun was held at Fort Monroe, Novem- 
ber 18, by the board under General Gillmore, for the 
purpose of testing its efficiency against a regiment of 
infantry advancing by column of companies. Ten 
targets one hundred feet in length were placed at a dis- 
tance of fifty feet apart, the first being one thousand 
yards from the gun. In the first trial six hundred shots 
were fired, of which five hundred and twenty-six struck 
the targets, but the party who was handling the gun 
did not have the pryper range, and a second trial was 
had. In this, as in the former, six hundred rounds were 
fired, with the following results: The first target was 
struck three hundred and seven times, the second two 
hundred and forty-four, the third one hundred and five, 
the fourth twenty-four, the fifth one, the sixth none, the 
seventh four, the eighth three, and the ninth three, 
while the tenth was not touched. When it is stated 
that the targets were made of inch pine boards, and the 
targets were struck in all 691 times, the tremendous 
destructive power of this modern implement of war can 
be fully realized. The time consumed in firing these 
six hundred rounds was very short, and had it been in 
reality a regiment advancing, even on tte double quick, 
the gun could have been worked with such effect that 
scarcely a man would have lived to reach it. The 
despatch to the Philadelphia Telegraph, reporting the 
trial says: “ After the experiments were completed the 
operator turned his gun on a flock of ducks out in the 
bay, and before they realized their danger half-a-dozen 
of them were killed, proving that it might be used 
with success in this branch of business. 

Commissary Department.—Major Michael R. Morgan, 
commissary of subsistence, November 15 was assigned to 
duty as depot and purchasing commissary of subsistence 
at New York city. 

Fort Trumbull.—Leave of absence for twenty days, 
November 12 was granted Surgeon Alexander B. Has- 
sou, Medical Department, provided he makes an arrange- 
ment satisfactory to the commanding officer Fort Trum- 
bull, to supply competent medical attendance, during 
his absence. 

Davids Island.—Assistant Surgeon Washington Ma- 
thews, Medical Department, November 12 was ordered 
to David's Island, N. Y. H., for duty. 

Detroit, Mich.—Captain John P. Hawkins, commis- 
sary of subsistence, at Detroit, Mich., Novemter 13 was 
directed to transfer the subsistence funds, stores, and 
property in his possession to the acting assistant com- 
missary of subsistence at Fort Wayne, Mich., and close 
the subsistence office and depot at Detroit. As soon 
thereafter as practicable he will comply with the orders 
of the War Department directing him to proceed to 
Omaha, Neb. The acting assistant commissary of sub- 
sistence at Fort Wayne, Mich., will, in addition to his 
duties as commissary at that station, make such pur- 
chases at Detroit as may be directed by the chief com- 
missary of subsistence at division headquarters. 

Department of Lakes.—As soon as he has completed 
and dispoged of, as directed, the records of the late Depart- 
ment of the Lakes, Major Louis H. Pelouze, A. A.-G., 
November 14 was directed previous to complying with 
the orders he has received from the War Department 
directing him to proceed to Washington,to report at divis- 
ion headquarters on business connected with the public 
service, 

Fort Porter —A General Court-martial was appointed 
to meet at Fort Porter, N. Y. H., November 18. Cap- 
tain George H. Weeks, A. Q. M., Assistant Surgeon 
Robert H. White, Medical D2partment, and the follow- 
ing officers of the First Infantry were detailed for the 
court: Captains Isaac D. DeRussy, William N. Tisdall ; 
First Lieutenant Frederick M. Lyude; Second Lieuten- 
ant Charles A. Booth. First Lieutenant William E, 
Dougherty, judge-advocate. 

Second Artillery —A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort McHenry, Md., November 18. 
The following officers of this regiment were detailed for 
the court: Captains Joseph G. Ramsay, George T. Olm- 
sted, Jr. ; First Lieutenants Asher C. Taylor, Robert M. 
Rogers, Barnet Wager; Second Lieutenants John A. 
Campbell, George F. EK. Harrison. Second Lieuten- 
ant Nathaniel Wolfe, judge—advocate. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen J. M. Schofield: Hdq’rs San Francisco, Cal. 


First Cavalry.—Leave of absense for thirty days 
November 1 was granted Captain Stephen G. Whipple. 

Pay Depariment.—Leave of absence for thirty days 
granted Major William A. Rucker, paymaster, U. 58. 
Army, by 8. O. No. 116, September 2, headquarters 
Department of the Columbia, October 30 was extended 
five days. 

Twenty-first Infantry.—The leave of absence granted 
First Lieutenant Ebenezer W. Stone, Twenty-first In- 
fantry, in par. 5,8. O. No. 146, headquarters Depart- 
ment of the Columbia, dated October 17, 1873, Novem- 
ber 3 was extended thirty days, with permission to ap- 
ply to the Adjutant-General for a still further extension 
of four months. 

Officers Registered.—The following-named officers 
registered at the headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, during the week ending Tuesday, November 11: 
Captains E. C. Woodruff, Twelfth Infantry; R. H. 
Montgomery, Fifth Cavalry; A. A. Surgeon J.T’. Pin- 
dell, U. 8. Army. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Angel Island.—Surgeon Warren Webster, U. 8S. 

Army, November 4 was directed to report in person to 


the commanding officer of Angel Island, Cal., to relieve 
A. A. Surgeon W. L. Newlands, U. 8. Army, of his 








duties at that t, who on being relieved was directed 
to report to the commanding officer of the Presidio of 





i Francisco, for duty at that post. 
Medical Department,—Bo much of par, %, 8, 0, No, 





106, c. s., from department headquarters, relating to A. 
A. Surgeon J. T. Pindell,.as directs the annulment of 
his contract as acting assistant surgeon, U. 8. A 
was November 5 revoked, and A. A. Surgeon 

was directed to report in person to the 

oflicer of Camp Gaston, Cal., to relieve A, A. 

A. Farnsworth, U: 8. Army, U. 8S. Army, of his duties 
at that post, who was directed to report to the medical * 
director at department headquarters for annulment of 
his contract as acting assistant surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Colonel Jeff. C. Davis ; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 


Twenty-first Infantry.—First Lieutenant Ebenezer 
W. Stone, having performed the duty to which he was 
assigned by par. 6,S. O. No. 115, c. s., October 14 was 
directed to join his company at Fort Walla Walla, 
Second Lieutenant Louis P. Brant, at Fort Vancouver, 
October 20 was ordered to join his company at Fort Col- 
ville. Subsequently, Oct. 17, leave absence for 
thirty days’ with permission to leave the limits 
of the department, and to apply to division 
headquarters for an extension for days, and 
to the Adjutant-General for a further extension four 
months, October 17 was granted him, to take effect upon 
adjournment of a General Court-martial to be convened 
at Fort Boise, of which Lieutenant Stone will be a mem- 
ber. 

Payment of Troops.—Major and Paymaster V: 8. 
Eggleston October 14 was directed to proceed pen y 
the troops at Forts Walla Walla, Lapwai, and Col 
in the order named : at Walla Walla and Lapwai to in- 
clude the muster of August $1, at Colville, of Ootober 
81, and returning from Colville, at Lapwai and Walla 
Walla, of October 31. 

Camp Harney.—Assistant Surgeon B. 
having reported from leave of absence, 
assigned to duty at Camp Harney. 

Fort Boise ——A General Court-martial convened at 
Fort Boise, I. T., October 28. Detail for the court: 
Captains David Perry, First Cavalry; Geo. M. Downey, 
First Lieutenants Ebenezer W. Stone, Twenty-first In- 
fantry; Frank K. Upham, First Cavalry; John M. 
Ross, Twenty-first Infantry; Second Lieutenant Wil- 
liam H. Miller, First Cavalry. First Lieutenant Wil- 
liam F. Spurgin, Twenty-first Infantry, judge-advocate 
of the court. 

On the application of the commanding officer, Camp 
Harney, Post Chaplein Toussaint Mesplie, at Fort Boise, 
October 17 was directed to proceed to Camp Harney and 
report for temporary duty. 

Fort Walla Walla.—A General Court-martial con- 
voned at Fort Walla Walla, W. T., October 29. Detail 
for the court: Major John Green, First Cavalry; Cap- 
tains Charles H. Hoyt, A. Q. M., Moses Harris, First 
Cavalry; First Lieutenants Henry N. Moss, Thomas 
Garvey; Second Lieutenants Alex. O. Brodie, Peter S. 
Bomus, First Cavalry. Second Lieutenant ay De 
W. Moore, Twenty-first Infantry, judge-advocate of the 
court. 

Fort Vancouver.—A General Court-martial convened 
at Fort Vancouver, W. T., October 28. Major R. H. 
Alexander, surgeon, Captain Henry W. Janes, A. 
Q. M., and the following officers of the Twenty-first 
Infantry were detailed for the court: Major Edwin C. 
Mason; Captain George H. Burton; First Lieutenant 
John L. Johnston, R. Q. M.; Second Lieutenant Ed- 
ward B. Rheem. First Lieutenant George W. Evans, 
adjutant, judge-advocate of the court. 

Fourth Artillery.—Second Lieutenant Joshua L. 
Knapp October 24 was directed to report to the com- 
manding officer, Fort Cape Disappointment, temporarily, 
for garrison court-martial duty at that post. On com- 
pletion of this duty he will return to his proper station, 
Fort Stevens. 


Knickerbocker, 
October 17 was 


DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA, 
Brigadier-General George Crook: headquarters, Prescott, A. T, 
Twenty-third Infantry.—The commanding officer 

Company B, Twenty-third Infantry, having completed 
the duty assigned to him, per par. 1, 8. O. No. 70, c. s., 
from department headquarters, October 27 was ordered 
to proceed, with his company, to Camp Verde, A. T., 
for duty. 

Camp Grant.—Upon arriving in this department, A. 
A. Surgeon Benjamin G. McPhail, October 28. was or- 
dered to report in person, for field duty, to the com- 
manding officer Camp Grant, A. T. 

Payment of Troops.—Major J. H. Nelson, paymaster, 
October 31 was direvted to proceed, to pay the troops 
stationed at Camps Verde, McDowell, Beale’s Springs, 
Mojave, and Fort Whipple, A. 'T., to include this date. 








Tne Secretary of War decides that the contracts for 
furnishing headstones for the national cemeteries will 
be made us follows: Edward P. Doherty, of Washing- 
ton, D. C., for the * known”’ and “unknown” in the 
Fredericksburg (Va.) National Cemetery, granite slabs, 
$3.95; blocks, $3.50; to Thomas P. Morgan, of Wash- 
ington, D. C., for one-third of the whole number of the 
“known ” graves in the national cemeteries, about 48,- 
000 white marble slabs, $3.40; to Charles S. James, of 
Washington, D. C., for one-third of the whole number 
of the “known” graves in the national en 
white marble slabs, $3.39; to Samuel G. Bridges, 
Keokuk, Iowa, for one-third of the whole number of the 
“known” graves in the national ceme' white mar- 
ble alabs, $3.56; to D. C. Sage, of Crom Conn., for 
the “‘unknown” in the national 
Virginia, white marble, as 
master-General’s office, 
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THE NAVY. 


The*Editorfinvites for this department of the JounNat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


A LARGE quantity of supplies and coal has been or- 
dered to Key West. 

Tue Omaha and Richmond were off Valparaiso on the 
17th of October. 

Tue Monongahela, 2d rate (11), left Newport, R. 1.4 
for the North Atlantic Station during the week. 

OnpERs have been given to make the Brooklyn, 2d 
rate (20), now at Boston, ready for sea as soon as possi- 
ble. 


Tux Ticonderoga, 2d rate (11), is reported on her way 
from the South Atlantic Station to the North Atlantic 
Station. 

Laeurenant E. T. Bradford, U. S. M. C., sailed from 
New York on Saturday, the 15th inst., per steamer Ad- 
riatic, as bearer of despatches to Europe. 

Caprarn T. PATTISON, commanding the Richmond, 
to the Navy Department that he arrived at Val- 
on the 4th of October, after 70 days’ passsge 

Rio Janeiro. Very severe weather was encoun- 
tered in the Straits of Magellan, during which the ship’s 
rudder was damaged and several sails blown away. 

On Tuesday afternoon, November 11, the Triana, 
when about leaving the Washington Navy-yard for 
Philadelphia with freight, ran into the Shawmut and 
carried awav both masts. The Z’riana broke part of her 
machinery, which caused the accident. She drifted to 
Guinand’s wharf, and was towed back to the yard by 
the steamer Fescue. 

A pEspAtca from Philadelphia, Nov. 16, 1873, re- 
ports thatseven hundred men, the fall force of the Navy- 
yard, were at work that day on the monitors Manhattan 
and Ajaz and the steamer Canandaigua. They worked 
from half-past seven this morning until eight o’clock at 
night. The Manhattan was to go into commission Noy. 
17, and the Ajaz to have her turret placed the same day. 
The tug Pinia is being made ready asa despatch 
boat, it is caid, to run between Key West and Havana. 
She will sail on the same day or immediately‘after the 
Manhattan. There are being put on board four nine 
inch pivot guns. 

Tur Ossipee, 3d rate (8), arrived at the torpedo 
station November 15 from New York. Hardly had she 
dropped anchor when the launches from the station 
were alongside and supplied her with torpedoes, reels, 
etc. On account of her being expected here some time 
ago, an old vessel had been purchased for the purpose of 
experimenting with the torpedoes manufactured at the 
station, but of necessity the proposed experiment was 
abandoned. However, experiments were made from 
the launches, and which proved satisfactory. She left 
Newport on November 16 for Hampton Roads. 

CoMMANDER J.S. SKERRETT reports the Portsmouth 
at Honolulu, H. I., October 7, 1873, with the intention 
of leaving in two days to search for the reported danger 
in the vicinity of the island of Hawaii, known as Papapa 
Rock, and other reported dangers in that vicinity. He 
expected to work gradually to the southward and east- 
ward, continuing the examination until he reached the 
islands known as Palmyra, Samarang, Washington, 
Fanning, and Christmas. This work would prcbably 
keep the officers and crew employed until the middle or 
latter part of December, when he proposed to go to Hilo 
and make a survey of Byron Bay, returning to Honolulu 
early in January. 

Tuk flagship Worcester, 2d rate (15), has left the Nor- 
folk Navy-yard for the Spanish main. Her officers are: 
Rear-Admiral—G. H. Scott, commanding North Atlantic 
station; Captain—W. D. Whiting, commanding ; Lieu- 
tenant-Commanders—M. Miller, executive officer; G. 
T. Davis, navigator ; Lieutenants—O. 8. Sperry, W. T. 
Burwell, G. A. Bicknell, E. Woodman, A. Dunlap, Jr. ; 
A. Marix, admiral’s staff; Ensign—L. L. Reamey; 
Fleet Surgeon—G. Peck; Assistant Surgeons—J. -R. 
Waggener, D. N. Bertolette; Fleet Paymaster—H. M. 
Denniston ; Fleet and Chief Engineer—E. 8. De Luce; 
First Assistant Engineers—S. L, Smith, J. L. Hannum ; 
Fleet Cajtain of Marines—N. L. Nokes; Second Lieu- 
tenant—S. W. Quackenbush ; Chaplain—G. A. Craw- 
ford; Admiral’s Secretary—A. McKinley; Admiral’s 
Clerk—W. G. Jones; Captain’s Clerk—W. M. Whiting; 
Fleet Pay Clerk—F. 8. Swift; Pay Clerk—J. E. Gil- 
christ; Boatswain—A. McCone; Gunner T. B. Wat- 
kins Carpenter—W. A. Barry; Sailmaker—W. Whit- 
ney. 

REAR-ADMIRAL CASE, commanding European sta- 
tion, was at Barcelona October 25, from which place he 
expected to proceed in the Wabash, October 27, to Ville- 
franche for provisions and stores, and to return to Bar- 
celona about November 20. The Congress, Alaska, and 
Wachusett were to remain for the present on the south- 
ern coast of Spain. The Alaska, on the 10th of Novem- 
ber, would proceed to visit all the ports between Barce- 
lona and Cadiz, giving particular attention to those re- 
sorted to all this season by our vessels for fuel. The 
Le ane age proceed about the sume time from Cadiz 
for ona, under similar instructions. The Wachu- 
sett was on the way to Barcelona. The Shenandoah on 
the 5th of November expected te leave the Spanish coast 
for Nice, and thence proceed to Egypt and Syria. The 
Alaska was sent ~ ee ¢ Barcelona, Octeber 21, 
for the purpose of giving aid to our people and their 
mr tevart in the event of a bombardment of that place by 
the Cartagenian vessels. No attack was, however, 

vessels were followed or ac- 


ders, | ing the American flag to serve a part 
no-|prinoiple and every thought has been an 











Fernando el Catolico, the large paddle-wheel steamer 
which was run into and sunk by the iron-clad Numan- 
cia, it seemed to be the im ion that she was run into 
intentionally on account of her commander and people 
being disposed to return to their duty to the Madrid 
Government. Only nine of her crew are said to have 
been saved. 


THe Panama Slar and Herald says: The Journal de, 
Havre takes up the subject of the Colombian Canal pro- 
ject, and wonders that the American press have so di- 
vided opinions regarding it. Our contemporary remarks 
that all the newspapers attached to the politics of Gen- 
eral Grant are secking to prove—the one, that cutting 
through the Isthmus is a foolish dream ; others that Com- 
mander Selfridge and his expedition are on the right track 
for finding the best route to construct a canal. But, the 
thing is, that these best routes, whether by Nicaragua, 
Napipi, or Tehuantepec, cannot dispense with locks or 
tunnels. Whereas, says the Journal de Havre, it ought 
not to be forgotten that Mr. de Puydt, the engineer of 
the Columbia Canal Company, has had for some time be- 
fore the world the route that he discovered in Darien, 
which needs neither locks nor tunnels. Our Havre con- 
temporary cites a long list of American papers in favor 
-of Mr. de Puydt’s route. Mr. de Puydt insists that he 
spent four years in examining the country, and claims 
that the work of Isthmus Canalization should be inter- 
national. Commander Selfridge asserts that hs» examined 
Mr. de Puydt’s route, but could find no such low sum- 
mit level as he says. There is, however, some hope that 
the question will next dry season be set at rest, if not by 
the Peruvian exploring expedition, at least by a power- 
ful rich French company that has adopted Mr. de Puydt 
as its engineer, and will have tke aid of two rich Ameri- 
can capitalists. The next dry season, besides putting 
an end to the rains, will, we trust, not pass over without 
something more definite is made known, than what 
the public has already been told about the grand scheme 
of an inter-oceanic canal through the Isthmus. 


Tue following is the report of Lieutenant-Commander 
Thomas M. Gardner, commanding U.S. steamer May- 
Jlower, relative to the assistance rendered the schooner 
Tennessee, run ashore on the sands to the southeast ward 
of Fishing Island. This is the second schooner which 
the tug Mayflower has rescued from imminent danger 
during the past three months: 

In obedience to your verbal order of the 29th inst., 
I left the Navy-yard in this vessel to go down to the 
lower harbor and render assistance to the coal-loaded 
schooner Tennessee, (Captain Pittsbury), ashore on the 
sands tu the southeastward of Fishing Island. At 3:40 
P. M., cast off from the wharf and steamed down the bay 
and anchored as near as prudent to the westward of the 
schooner and ran a line to her, by which I got a 10-inch 
hawser fast, then weighing anchor steamed ahead to the 
westward, dragging her some two or three lengths over 
the sands, but by this time the strong west wind blow- 
ing at the time had drifted us down so near the sand 
bank as to oblige us to stop and back off to a safe dis- 
tance to start ahead anew. In doing this the hawser 
fouled with the propeller, which obliged us to anchor, 
and, it being da. at the time, to await daylight to clear 
it. The morning tide was lost in doing this, but got the 
hawser clear and again fast to her in time for the even- 
ing tide (5 P. M.), when we started her still further 
ahead, when the hawser parted with the strain. Knot- 
ting it we again took a strain and hauled off into deep 
water, where she anchored in safety. 


THE U. 8. 8. Richmond arrived at Valparaiso, October 
4, en route to San Francisco, seventy days from Rio de 
Janeiro. Pleasant weather was experienced until with- 
in a hundred miles of the straits Magellan,.at which 
point a heavy gale from the northwest was encountered, 
lasting thirty-six hours. The ship’s rudder-head was 
wrenched off and a steering apparatus of spars and 
tackles had to be rigged over her quarters, by which she 
was brought to Valparaiso without difficulty. She 
anchored off Dungeness Point, in Possession Lay, St. 
Vincent, Sandy Point, San Nicholas Bay, and Playa 
Parda Cove. Waiting favorable weather she left the 
latter place August 31, for Port Tamar, but meeting 
with a heavy northwest gale and blinding snow storms, 
had to return. She remained at Playa Parda Cove six- 
teen days, with steam up a great part of the time, riding 
out gales from the northwest, which blew with the force 
of a hurricane, three anchors being down. September 
16 the weather moderated and she proceeded to Port 
Tamar, anchoring same day. The following morning 
she got under way, hoping to reach the Pacific before 
night, but in a few hours after starting the wind fresh- 
ened up, accompanied with heavy head sea and wind. 
the ship scarcely logging one knot an hour. By twilight 
she reached Cape Pillar, and by tacking and standing to 
the northward, with the aszistance of full steam power, 
She succeeded during the night in weathering the Cape 
and getting safely outside. A gale came on from the 
west the following day of great violence, during which 
the main topsail was blown away ; the fore top-sail split, 
fore topmast stay carried away, fore topmast stay sail 
blown overboard and third cutter washed off. For two 
nights the ship was in great danger of going ashore; but 
finally the wind hauled to the northwest blowing her 
off shore, and forcing her within about twenty miles of 
the latitude of Cape Horn. A change of wind enabled 
her on the 24th tostand to the north and westward. 
The rudder would have to be overhauled before the 
Richmond could continue her voyage to San Francisco. 
She was at Valparaiso October 17, and expected to have 
her injuries repaired and to sail on the 1st of November. 


A DESPATCH from Panama dated November 7, reports 
the return of the filibustering, steamer Coronel Ariza, 
which now lays claim to the Honduras flag, but which, 
when she left Aspinwall last May, called herself the 
General Sherman and carried American colors. It is as- 
serted that the vessel under mention has been prostitut- 
whose every 
is to deprive 
or iblicans of power and return to the 
old autocratic inaugurated by Carrera and follow- 





and Medina. The arms and ammunition in the Sher- 
man it was expected would go to New York on the 
aboye date, and on arrival there be deposited in a pub- 
lic storehouse and held at the disposition of the Colom- 
bian government. Immediately the announcement was 
made in Panama that the Sherman or Colonel Ariza had 
arrived there the consuls of the Central American States, 
which have lately been suffering from her misdeed, rep- 
resented the matter to the government, and orders were 
given to examine her papers and detain her until the 
determination of the government could be made known. 
The weakness of the government though the recent rev- 
olution and present political dissensions prevented the 
Prefect here having a force at his command sufficient to 
seize the vessel or to prevent her leaving in case she so 
wished. The Guatemala consul on the 4th made a for- 
mal request to the acting consul here to examine the 
vessel’s papers, but he refused, stating that she was 
flying tbe Honduras flag, over which he could have no 
jurisdiction. Fortunately, however, the United States 
steamer Wyoming was in port, and Commander Cushing, 
after some delay, determined to exercise his right to ex- 
amine the ship’s papers. As was expected, no formal 
papers were on board except her American register and 
her last clearance from Aspinwall. The Sherman was 
then seized as a lawful prize. She will, it is presumed, 
be sent to the United States for tral. This capture meets 
with almost universal approbation on the Isthmus 

The following is Commander Cushing’s despatch re- 
porting the seizure of the General Sherman: 

ASPINWALL, Novy. 8, 1873. 
Mr. James Boyd, Panama: 

I have taken possession of the steamship Coronel Ariza, 
lete General Sherman, for using illegal ship papers and 
sailing under the flag of Honduras, while it is proved 
that she has never changed her nationality, and is still 
legally an American vessel, since the only papers pos- 
sessed by her were-and are her American registers and 
other papers. CUSHING. 


ORDERS have been issued by the Navy Department to 
get the Colorado, first rate (45); Minnesota, first rate 
(45); Tennessee, first rate (23); Florida, first rate (23); 
also the monitors Roanoke (6), and Dictator (2) ready as 
soon as possible. All the above vessels are at the Brook- 
lyn Navy-yard, except the Dictator, and tugs were sent 
on Thursday to New London, Conn., to bring her to the 
Navy-yard. On Wednesday morning, November 19, 
there were a little over 2,000 men employed at the yard, 
and, orders having been received since then to prepare 
the three last named vessels for sea as soon as prac- 
ticable, it became imperative to engage an additional 
large force of workmen. The Colorado is ordered to be 
ready by December 8, and the Minnesota by the 18th of 
December. The former will be furnished with a bat- 
tery consisting of 1 11-inch pivot, 42 9-inch broadside 
guns, 2 100-pounder Parrot rifles, and 5 or 6 howitzers. 
The Minnesota’s battery will consist of 1 11-inch pivot, 
40 9-inch broadside guns, 1 60-pounder pivot rifle, and 
5 or 6 howitzers. In the Tennessee’s (formerly the Mad- 
awasca) battery there will be $ 11-inch Parrot and 18 9- 
inch broadside guns, 2 100-pounder pivot rifles, and 4 
or Showitzers. The Florida (formerly the Wampanoag) 
will be supplied with the following battery: 1 11-inch 
and 10 9-inch broadside guns, 1 60-pounder, and 3 or 4 
howitzers. The monitor Roanoke will have 4 15-inch 
and 2 il-inch guns, and the Dictator 2 15-inch 
guns. The Swatara is at present progressing slow- 
ly, as she cannot be got ready immediately, hence 
many men are not employed upon her. The new torpedo 
boat 1s in the same condition. The Tigress is to be put 
ont of commision, and probablyjsold to her former owners! 
TheSpanish iron-clad Arapi/esis yetin the drydock under- 
going repairs, which are not likely, accordiug to present 
appearances, to be finished for about three weeks. The 
provision end clothing department, under the manage- 
mentof Pay-Director J. C. Eldredge, is busily engaged in 
getting supplies and stores ready and shipping them 
south. The ordpance department, in charge of Com- 
mander R, W. Meade, is also very busy, and it is very 
probable it will be necessary shortly to work night and 
day in this department. The engineer and other depart- 
ments also evince a corresponding activity ; in the con- 
struction department especially a large amount of work 
is being hurried through. The men in this department 
are working night and day to get the Colorado ready. 
The Kansas, third rate (8), sailed November 14 for Cu- 
ba, under sealed orders—probably to make inquiries re- 
garding the Virginius, her capture, and the shooting of 
her officers and crew. The foliowing is a list of the 
Kansas’s officers as far as could be ascertained: Com- 
mander A. V. Reed, commanding; Lieutenant-Com- 
mander E. H. Miller, executive officer; Lieutenants F. 
G. Hyde, navigator; R. R. Ingersoll, Masters; A. B. 
Speyers, J. B. Briggs; Assistant Surgeon, 8. A Brown; 
Passed Assistant Paymaster, G. F Bemis; First Assist- 
ant Engineers, J. P. Kelly, B. C. Gowing; Captain’s 
Clerk, F. A Benson; Pay Clerk, J. S. Rider. The Juni- 
ata, third rate (8), sailed from New York on November 
18, under sealed orders. It is surmised she has gone on 
a similar mission to the Kansas. Her officers are: Com- 
mander D. C. Braine, commanding; Lieutenant-Com- 
mander E. C. Merriam, executive officer ; Lientenants, 
G. W. De Long, navigator; G. E. Ide, E. P. McClellan, 
C. W. Chip; Ensign, J.D. Keeler; Surgeon, T. C. Wal- 
ton; Assistant Surgeon, B. F. Rogers; Passed Assist- 
ant Paymaster, T. S. Thompson; Chief Engineer, 
H. B. Nones ; first assistant engineer, J. J. Barry ; boat- 
swain, P. Huckings ; gunner, M. K. Henderson; car- 
penter, L. L. Martin; sailmaker, G. Van Mater; cap- 
tain’s clerk, G. J. Marbury; pay clerk, H. C. Wood. 
The Powhatan, second rate, ((17) left New York on No- 
vember 16, and arrived at Philadelphia November 19, 
from whence she will convoy the monitor Manhattan 
and tug Pinia to the North Atlantic stetion. The fol- 
lowing are the officers of the m: Captain, J. C. 


Beaumont, cammnantiass lieutenant-commander, B. J. 





Cromwell, executive 
lieutenants, F, M. Gove, J, M. Grimes, ; masters, S. M. 


eer; C. T. Schmitz, navigator; 
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Etting, J. P. Wallis,S. H. May; surgeon, S. 8. Ken- 
nedy; assistant surgeon, M. H. Simons; Paymaster, 
L. G. Billings; chief engineer, W. W. Dungan; first as- 
sistant engineer, W. W. Heaton; second assistant en- 
gineer, H. Webster; {cadet engineers, R. :R. Leitch, L. 
W. Wooster ; boatswain, J. B. Aiken ; gunner, J. Smith; 
carpenter, I. Cooper; sailmaker, G. C. Boerum; cap- 
tain’s clerk, I. de Berri Higgins; pay clerk, J. A. De- 
loes; first lieutenant of marines, J.{M.F. Young. Re- 
cruiting for the Navy is beginning to improve, and the 
average number of men enlisted daily is far better at 
present than it has been since the war, the rate being 
ten to fifteen men aday. When recruiting offices are 
opened throughout the large cities, the enlistments that 
will be made no doubt will equal, if not exceed, the 
daily average number of recruits enlisted during the last 
war. On the receiving ship Vermont, at the Brooklyn 
Navy-yard, Mr. Palmer, detail clerk, reports that fifteen 
men were lately received from New Orleans; 188 from 
Boston, Muss., and fifteen from Portsmouth, N. H.; 
twenty-eight men were transferred to the Juniata 
previous to her sailing, and five to the Wyoming. On 
the 20th inst. fifty men wore sent to the Benicia, North 
Pacific station, and sixty to the monitor Mahepac, at 
Norfolk, Va. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


Novemser 13.—Midshipmen Miers F. Wright, Henry M. Jaco- 
by, George A. Calhoun, and Wm. M. Wood, to the Worcester. 

Novemper 15.—Commander G. C. Wiltse, to recruiting duty, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Lieut t-Co: 


m d 


James O’Kane, to command the iron- 





clad steamer Mahopac. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon H. N. Beaumont, to recruiting duty, 
Erie, Pa. 7 

Assistant Surgeon H. C. Eckstein, to recruiting duty, Baltimore, 


Passed Assistant Paymaster Robert P. Paulding, as assistant to 
the paymaster oa board the Michigan, for recruiting service. 

Assistant Paymaster John C. Burnett, as assistant paymaster at 
Baltimore, Md., for recruiting service. 

November 16.—Lieutenant James H. Dayton, Midshipmen 
Chas, E. Vreeland, T. G. C. Salter, George F. W. Holman, and 
John P. J. Augur, to the Powhatan. 

Midshipmen A. ©, Dillingham, H. 8. Green, and Wm. H. Van- 
decarr, to temporary duty on board the Powhatan, and upon fall- 
ing in with the commandant of the North Atlantic Station, to re- 
port tor such duty as he may assign them. 

NovemBeEr 17.—Lieutenant-Commander Edward N. Kellogg, to 
the iron-clad steamer Saugus, as executive, at Key West, Fla., per 
steamer of 22d inst. 

Lieutenant-Commander Wm. Whitehead, to temporary recruit- 
ing duty at Cleveland, Ohio. 

, soe Zera L. Tanner, to temporary recruiting duty at Buf- 
alo, N. Y. 

Lieutenant Arthur H, Fletcher, to the temporary command of 
the receiving ship at Washington, D. C. 

Lieutenant James A. Chesley, and Surgeon Thomas N. Penrose, 
to temporary recruiting duty at Cleveland, Ohio. 

Master Charlies F. Norton, and Passed Assistant Surgeon E. H. 
Ware, to temporary recruiting duty at Buffalo, N. ¥. 

Paymaster Ambrose J. Clark, to duty in charge of stores at Key 
West, Fla., per steamer of 22d inst. 

First Assistant Engineer Robert L. Harris, te recruiting duty at 
Baltimore, Md, 

Sailmakers Nicholas Lynch and George W. Frankland, to the re- 
eeiving ship Relief at Washington, D. C. 

Novemser 18.—Midshipman Hugo Osterhaus, to temporary duty 
on board the Powhatan, and upon falling in with the commander 
of the North Atlantic Station to report to him for such duty as he 
may assign him. 

Midshipman A. A. Michelson, to the Juniata. 

Midshipmen Geo, L. Dyer, Walter 8S. Holliday, Henry W. Schae- 
fer Alexander McCracken, Whitmul P. Ray, and John S. Abbot, to 
report in person to the Chief of Bureau of Navigation for assign- 
ment to active duty. 

November 19.—Commander George Brown, to ordnance duty at 
the Navy-yard, Boston, Mass, 

Lieutenant-Commander J. Crittenden Watson, to ordnance duty 
at the Navy-yard, New York, on the lst December. 


DETACHED. 


Novemser 13.—Gunner John Rozers from the Navy-yard, New 
York, and placed on sick leave. “ai tis co honge go 

November 14.—Lieutenant-Commander Henry C. White, from 
the Tigress, and ordered to the Naval Academy. 

asters Samuel P. Comley and Wm. F. Bulkley, from the Juni- 
ata, and placed on waiting orders. 

Master Sidney H. May, from the Juniata, and ordered to tempo- 
rary duty on board the Powhatan, and on arriving at Key West, 
Fla., to report for duty on board the iron-clad steamer Saugus. 

November 15,—First Assistant Engineer Hiram Parker, from 
8 ~ See Philadelphia, and ordered to the Manhattan on the 

st. 

Second Assistant Engineer E. F. McElwell, from the Naval Sta- 
tion, League Island, Pa., and ordered to the tug Pinta. 

NovEMBER 17.—Lieutenaat-Commander E. T. Woodward, from 
the Saugus at Key West, Fla., and ordered to return home and 
report arrival. 

— Jobn B. Robinson, from the Michigan, and ordered to the 
—" F. E. Upton, from {the Juniata, and placed on waiting 
ers, 

Assistant Paymaster Franck Bissell, from duty in charge of stores 
eed Oe” but to remain on daty as assistant to Paymas- 

Assistant Paymaster E. R. Colhoun, from the Saugus, and or- 
— to return home and report arriva!. 

ssistant Paymaster Frank H. Clark, from specisl duty at K 
est, Fla., and ordered to the Saugus. 7 oi iaige gs 

November 10.—Lieutenant-Commander H. Gorringe, from the 
Hydrographic Office, and ordered to command the steam tug 

inta. 
, Lieutenant Wm. C. Gibson, has reported his return home, hay- 
ing been detached from the store ship Onward on the 28t ’ 
> Placed - waiting orders. 4 se cay 

whief Engineer J. Q. A. Zeigler, temporarily detached from dut 
as inspector of coal at Philadelphia, and ord i | 
Key West, Fla. phia, ered to special duty at 

irst Assistant Engineer A. H. Able, from the Nav d 
Philadelphia, and ordered to temporary duty as inspector of eon? 
a Philadelphia. ry y as inspector of coal 

Second Assistant Engineer John A. Tobin, f, i 
“font to return home and report arrival, * ay denensarpebeen 

OVEMBER 19.—Passed Assistant Paymaster Geo: 
mag eported his} arrival home, having been detached b RL 

Shuelot, Asiatic Station, on the 4th August ’ 

Placed on sick leave. oe 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED). 

The leave of absence of ComuanJer George C. Remey, U 
Navy, now in London, England, has been extended three 70.5 

ORDERS REVOKED. 

Novemper 15.—The orders of Commander E. K. Owen to 
Mand the Mahopac, and ordered t t is dutie a 
Sard, Norfelee oo » and ordered to resume his duties at the Navy- 

NOVEMBER 16.—The orders of Lieutenant-Commander R. P, 
Pe ry to the Manhattan, and ordered to recruiting duty at Erie, 


Novemner 16.—The ord i i 

on Sg orders of Second Assistant Engineer A. F. 
TRANSFERRED. 

NovemErs 17.—Liewtenant-Commander}C, F, Schmitz to the 


Manhattan as executive, on the arrival of the Powhatan at Phil- 
adelphia. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Surgeon-General for the week ending November 15, 1873 : 

Fardino Bonbee, ordinary seaman, November 3, Naval Hospital, 
New York. 

Wm. Wishexr (colored), landsman, November 11, Naval Station, 
League Island, Philadelphia. 








CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


Tux following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, viz. : 

NoveMBER 17.—First Lieutenant J.C. Morgan, on the 4th "No- 
vember, 1873, ordered, upon beingrelieved by First Lieutenant J. 
M.T. Young, to report to Captain Heywood for duty at Norfolk, 


Va. 

First Lieutenant J. M. T. Young, on the 4th November, 1873, 
detached from Annapolis, Md., and ordered to New York to report 
to Port Admiral 8. C. Rowan as the marine officer to command 
the guard of the U, 8. steamer Powhatan. 

Captain F. H. Corrie, on the 5th November, 1873, ordered to pro- 
ceed to Mare Island, Cal.,-and report to Major G.R. Graham by 
the 20th inst. for duty at that post. 

Captain R. H. Huntington, on the 7th November, 1873, granted 
leave of absence for two weeks from the 15th inst. 

Second Lieutenant A. H. O’Brien, on the 10th November, 1873, 
detached from Marine Barracks, Washington, D. C., and to report 
to Captain W. A. T. Maddox, assistant quartermaster, for such 
duty as he may assign him. 

Second Lieutenant E. F. Bradford, on the 12th November 1873, 
detached from Marine Barracks, Navy-yard, Washington, D. C., 
and to report at the Navy Department, Washington, D. C, 

First Lieutenant Louis E. Fagan, on the 15th November, 1873, 
detathed from the Marine Barracks, Portsmouth, N. H., to proceed 
to Brooklyn, N, Y., and report to Major J, L. Broome for duty at 
that post. 











THE BATTLE OF LEPANTO. 
FOURTH ARTICLE. 


THE fight had lasted many hours, and the sun was 
fast declining when the rival chieftains, the beaks of 
whose galleys had long been interlocked, like the antlers 
of two stags in mortal combat, mustered their forces on 
the upper deck, each with the intention of carrying the 
other’s vessels by boarding. On the one side were the 
Janissaries—those renowned warriors whose proud boast 
it was that they had never turned their backs to the foe; on 
the other that invincible Spanish infantry, trained and 
disciplined by the great Duke of Alva. Many times did 
the intrepid Ali spring on board the real at the head of 
his men only to be driven back by the withering fire of 
the arquebusiers ; Don Juan as often gained and lost the 
deck of the Bashaw’s galley. Foot te foot and hand to 
hand the bravest soldiers of the East and West contend- 
ed for the mastery. The Spaniard fought for glory in 
this world and endless bliss in the world to come ; while, 
beyond the serried ranks of the Christians, the Moslem 
beheld tho dark-eyed houris of Paradise waiting to wel- 
come the warrior who should lose his life in the service 
of Mohammed and the Sultan. At length Uluch Ali,'re- 
garding Doria as whipped, and recognizing the fact that 
the final issue of the battle depended upon the struggle 
then so fiercely pending between Ali and Don Juan, 
steered for the Christian centre, followed by all his Al- 
gerines, and, although stoutly opposed hy Don Juan’s 
supporters, was fast nearing their admiral’s galley. In- 
spirited by the sight, Ali put himself once more at 
the head of his Janissaries, and, crying out, “O Yengi 
cheri, this day God has delivered the unbelievers into 
your hands!” he prepared to board the real at the mo- 
ment when Uluch Ali’s vessel should collide with her. 
Victory seemed indeed within jhis grasp, and all was 
dark with the Christians: At this critical instant, so 
pregnant with the opposite emotions of fear and hope, 
the smoke cleared away, asif by a miracle,and Don 
Alvaro de Bazan, with the reserve, was seen coming at 
fall speed to the relief of his chief, while Doria, support- 
ed by a few of his best and fastest galleys, was making 
an effort to get in Uluch Ali’s rear. Seeing this the 
wily Algerine gave up all for lost, and, signalling to his 
squadron to withdraw from action, retired in the direc- 
tion of Zante. ‘Curses on him, for a coward!” cried 
the indignant Ali. “Soldiers, we must conquer with- 
out him!” As he ceased speaking a bullet, fired by an 
unknown hand, went crashing through his skull, and 
the gallant Turk, more fortunate than his com- 
trades who survived this disastrous day, fell back, 
senseless but with honor, in the arms of his 
nearest follower. Profiting by the confusion 
incident to his fall, Don Juan _ boarded his 
magnificent galley from the bow simultaneously with 
Veniero and Colonna, who threw their crews on boardfon 
either side. Thus overpowered, the Janissaries, true to 
the principle which had been instilled into them from 
their earliest childhood, resolved to die under their 
colors. Not one of them threw down his arms or asked 
for quarter; on the contrary, each man, fighting to the 
last, fell in the ranks, covering with his body when 
dead that portion of the deck which he had occupied 
while living. As the last man feil, a Spanish volunteer, 
cutting off Ali’s head, carried it with him to the poop of 
the real, whither Don Juan had betaken himself, and, 
placing it on the point of his lance, held it far above his 
head that all the Turks might see it, and from the hel- 
met with which it was covered, bearing the insignia of 
his rank, become cognizant of the fact that their grand 
admiral was slain. At this dismal sight, however, a cry 
of horror went up from friend and foe alike, and Don 
Juan sternly rebuked the barbarian who had perpetrated 
the outrage; then, turning to Requesens, who stood 
near him, the youthful victor directed him to have the 
colors of the Bashaw’s galley, which were still flying, 
hauled down—an order that was joyfully complied with. 

As the great standard of the Prophet was lowered to 
the deck, fear and dismay seized the whole Turkish 
host. God had given a great victory to the Christians. 

One hundred and thirty of the enemy’s vessels, with 
their crews, fell into the hands of the allies, and twelve 
thousand Christian captives were rescued from bondage. 
The rest of the vast Turkish armament, with its myriads 
of brave men, was consumed by fire or swallowed up by 
the waves, 


thousand officers, and soldiers killed, of whc 
the most noted wees tak arene ditore, be ng 
meni h Eh lee 
r t an uan Ponce a tha 
illustrious race whose blood has ever been poured 
out like water in the service of Spain. % 

Among the Turks, who, next to the lamented Ali, 
most distinguished themselves in the action, the bashaw 
Pertew, who for three hours sustained, unaided, the at- 
tacks of four Christian galleys, stands brag vig ee 
Finding himself at last without oars or rudder, this in- 
domitable officer leapt overboard, and swam to a small 
fishing craft, where he was overtaken by the Venetians 
and barbarously murdered. 

Of the Christians, three names come down to us in- 
vested with especial interest: those of Don Juan, of 
Austria, whose whole life was a feverish dream of am- 
bition, to end in a melancholy death; of Alexander 
Farnese, prince of Parma, destined to be the first - 
eral of his age; and of Miguel de Cervantes Saav 
then but a common soldier in the field of Mars, but 
shortly to become a leader and a guiding star in that 
wider and nobler field where the sword yields precedence 
to the pen. 

Such was the ever-memorable battle of Lepanto, 
which gave the coup de grace to the naval supremacy of 
the Turks on the Mediterranean, and filled their capi- 
tal with mourning. That the allies did not gain from 
it all the advantages they should have gained, history 
makes apparent. The fact is undeniable, and is to be 
attributed partly to a want of harmony among the com- 
manders of the allied fleets, and, in part, to Philip’s 
jealousy of his half brother, which thenceforth began to 
manifest itself in all his conduct toward him; but the 
assertion of many chroniclers that Don Juan might have 
taken possession of the splendidly fortified and strongly 
garrisoned city of Constantinople, had he made sail for 
it immediately after the action, is best answered by the 
Turkish Vizier Sokolli himself: “ Your Excellency 
wishes to know,” said he to the ambassador of Venice, 
“ what our temper is since our defeat. Let me tell you, 
then, that you, in losing Cyprus, have lost an arm, while 
the destruction of our fleet is to us as the cutting off of 
our beard. A limb cannot be replaced, but the beard, 
you may assure the Signory, will grow thicker with 
each clipping.” And this was not a vain boast; for early 
in the following summer morethan two hundred admir- 
ably built and equipped vessels were put afloat by the 
Turkish government; and when Uluch Ali, who had 
been appointed to the command of the fleet, expressed 
his astonishment at its “ marvellous fittings,” Sokolli as- 
sured him that the resources of the Sublime Porte were 
such that they could have been furnished, if necessary, 
“with silken cordage, velvet sails, and spars of silver” 
The disaster, then, that befel the Turks at Lepanto con- 
sisted, not inthe vast number of men and galleys lost, 
for these, as we have seen, were easily replaced, but in 
the loss of prestige, that breath of life to a nation, with- 
out which it may be likened to an unburied corpse. 
From that moment the Mohammedans were placed on 
the defensive ; and the historian of the Ottoman es 
in recognition of this fact, does well to head the chap- 
ter following that which gives an account of their de- 
feat, Epoch of the Decadence of the Turks. Slowly 
but steadily has their light been declining ever since, 
and but a short time can now elapse ere it will be ex- 
tinguished forever; for no nation whose religion is 
purely material may hope long to survive the enlight- 
enment of the nineteenth century. : 

No wonder, therefore, that the Pope, shedding tears 
of joy when he heard of Don Juan’s victory, should have 
exclaimed in the language of the gospel: There was a 
man sent from God, whose name was John! or that a 
statue should have been erected at Rome to Colonna, 
No wonder that the pencil of Tintoretto and the chisel 
of Vittoria were employed by the Venetians to illustrate 
that great action which seemed to revive the ancient 
glory of the republic. The victory at Lepanto was the 
final and permanent triumph of the cross over the 


crescent. ; ; 
Philip received the tidings on All Saints’ Day, in the 
chapel of the Escorial, just as verpers wore commenc- 
ing, and, with his usual impassibility, remained on his 
knees during the whiole service, engaged in prayer, 
without vouchsafing a word of reply to his chamberlain, 
Don Pedro Manuel, who was the bearer ofthem. At 
the conclusion of the service he ordered the officiating 
priest to have the Te Deum chanted—the first intima- 
tion received by his courtiers of the triumph of one 
whom they all loved, and whose chivalric deeds Spanish 
historians and poets have ever since vied with one an- 
other in celebrating. 
The helmet of Ali and the armor of Don Juan were 
hung up, side by side, in the Royal Armory at Madrid, 
where they are still exhibited; and as the death of 
the former was lamented not only by the Turks but by 
the Christians, on account of the kindness he had shown 
to many of their faith while in captivity, so was that of 
the latter, which occurred but eight years afterward, 
greatly regretted, boch by,the Christians and. the Turks ; 
for the Mohammedans long remembered Dor Juan’s 
kindness to the son of Ali, and his generosity in restor- 
ing him without ransom to his sister Fatima. 
The hero of Lepanto was in fact no ordinary mortal, 
and well deserved the affection and respect which were 
accorded to him by all classes while he lived, and the 
deep lamentation which accompanied his remains to the 
grave. “ He conquered the Moors,” says Bentigvolio, 
« while but little more than a child, bumbled the Turks 
in the flower of his youth, and, at the early age of 
thirty-three, departed —_ —— a reputation second 
at of no other captain of his day. ag 
i Alter his death he was compared by many of his 
countrymen to Germanicus, by others to the conqueror 
of Jerusalem; but the rude soldiery, knowing nothing 
of the past, declared that there was but one warrior 
rthy of a place beside that of their 
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pice § pu send and that warrior his own father, the 
renowned Emperor Charles the Fifth. 








The Christian loss was fifteen vessels sunk and eight 
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CapraIn Matuew C. Perry, United States Navy, 
died on Sunday, November 16. His remains were in- 
terred from St. Mark’s Church, New York, on Wednes- 
day, November 19. Captain Perry was « son of the late 
Commodore M. OC. Perry, United States Navy. He was 
born in the State of New York and entered the service, 
from the same State, at a very early age. His first com- 
mission is dated July 1, 1885. He has been on cruises in 
the Mediterranean, Pacific, (twice) and home squadrons; 
in the coast of Africa, coast survey service, and special ser- 
wice (twice), and with the Army in Mexico in 1848. Re- 
tired in 1855, and restored to active list in 1858, and 
again retired in 1861. His commission as past-midship- 
man was dated June 22, 1841; as lieutenant, April 3, 
1848; as captain, 1867. 





THE second meeting of the association of U. 8S. naval 
officers, recently established for the discussion of subjects 
of professiunal interest, was held in the lecture-room of 
the Naval Academy Laboratory on Thursday evening, 
the 13th inst. Commodore C. R. P. Rodgers, chief of 
the Bureau of Yards and Docks, presided. Captain S. B. 
Luce, U. 8. Navy, read a paper on the manning of ships 
for our naval service and merchant marine. A brief 
discussion of the subject was followed by a vote of 
thanks to the lecturer. A committee was appointed to 
draw up a constitution and by-laws for the association. 
The meeting, having no further business before it, ad- 
journed until the second Thursday in December. 











\ Tue Secretary of the Navy has directed that deserters 
om the Marine Corps who surrender themselves under 
the President’s proclamation be allowed all its benefits, 
and, in conformity with this order, the general command- 
ant has issued a circular letter to commanding officers of 
and rendezvous authorizing them to return all 
surrendering deserters to their proper duty in the corps 
without reference to headquarters. 








A NAVAL rendezvous has been established in Baltimore 
with a full corps of officers. Commander G. C. Wiltse, 
Pa John ©. Burnet, Surgeon H. C. Eckstein, 
0 Engineer Harris, and a clerk, have reported. It 
is believed that recruits can be obtained there, as the 
three other rendezvous—two for the Army and one for 
the Marine Corps—are doing very well. The location 
is on Fell’s Point. 


REAR-ADMIRAL SANDS, commanding the Naval Ob- 
servatory in Washington, reports that the comet dis- 
covered at Marseilles recently by M. Cozzia was ob- 
served there Saturday evening last. Itis a faint tele- 
scopic object, and, on account of its rapid motion to- 
wards the south, will soon disappear from the evening 








At the Charleston Navy-yard, on November 18, the 
severe storm prevented the docking of the Franklin. The 
work upon her interior is \being carried forward vigor— 
ously, It was thought that the old boilers of the Brook- 
lyn would be out by November 20. The work upon both 
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WORK FOR THE NAVY. 


HE time has passed for learned discussions of 
the status of the ship Virginius and the proper 
course to be pursued toward Spain with reference to 
her capture. Our Government is fully aroused to 
the necessity of action, and, while waiting for the 
proper information upon which to proceed, is urging 
forward with the utmost activity its preparations 
for any emergency, with the hope, as Secretary 
ROBESON well says, of securing peace by being ready 
for war. The utmost activity prevails in all our 
Navy-yards, and every available vessel will be put 
into fighting trim at the earliest possible moment. 
It is astonishing what has already been accomplish- 
ed in the way of infusing new life into our paralyzed 
naval establishment. ‘Che Secretary has flitted from 
yard to yard to see that the work of instant prepa- 
ration is not interfered with by official routine, and 
orders are flying over the country by telegram and 
mail to bring all‘of our officers once more into the 
line for active service. 

The Department is doing all it can, and what re- 
mains belongs to the prerogative of Congress, now 
upon the eve of its session. Whatever course the 
Government.may take in the present complication 
with Spain—whether it feels called upon to lay be- 
fore the authorities at Madrid an ultimatum backed 
with ajthreat of war, or whether the already express- 
ed determination of the Spanish Government, to ren- 
der proper satisfaction for any wrong done to us, re- 
sult in some practicable settlement of the difficulty 
—in any event the first duty of Congress is to take 
such measures as will make our own Navy more ef- 
ficient. Here we are, confessedly one of the leading 
nations of the earth; with a seaboard greater than 
that belonging to any other power; with a heroic 
naval history, and the spirit and the ability to main- 
tain the prestige of that history, and yet we could 
not, or at least did not, maintain force enough to 
prevent the murder, almost in sight of our own 
shores, of our own citizens, coupled with what bears 
every appearance of being a studied insult to our 
flag. We cannot argue that we were taken unawares. 
The war in Cuba has continued over five years, and 
from the first has assumed a character makingit evi- 
dent to all thoughtful observers that it might at 
any moment involve us. Our State Department has 
wasted reams of Government stationery in inditing 
unavailing protests, Congress has waxed sympa- 
thetic in resolutions, and everything has been done 
but the one necessary thing, which was to increase 
our naval establishment so that we might maintain 
an adequate show of force in Cuban waters. As it 
is, we are unable to properly reinforce a squadron 
within a day’s sail of ourjown shores without stop- 
ping to re-launch and refit our broken and disman- 
tled vessels, The peaceful disposition of our people 
cannot be questioned, if it is shown in their unwill- 
ingness to maintain a proper naval establishment. 

The daily newspapers are pleasing the public with 
the assertion that in sixty days our iron-clads could 
be ready! Without stopping to question the au- 
thority for this statement, consider the statement it- 
self, Sixty days before we can hurry # naval force to 
Cuba; or make it thirty days, or ten, and the fact 
still remains that we are not ready for ordinary 
emergencies. It is a costly thing to keep a vessel in 
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commission, but it is far cheaper than to see our 


citizens murdered on a foreign shore. It is eight 
years since we have needed the services of our iron- 
clads, and if we had kept more of them in service 
there would no doubt have been battles in Congress 
over the extravagance of the Administration, yet 
the money thus spent would have seemed a light 
thing during the last week even to economi- 
cal Congressmen. We see no cause for the 
condition in which we find the Navy, but the 
hesitancy of Congress to make those appropria- 
tions without which no secretary can keep the 
Navy in proper condition. Our Congress is com- 
mitted to the strictest economy, and properly so. 
But saving is not always economy. Itis no light 
matter to carry a debt so large as ours and meet 
the current expenses of the Government, but that is 
not the whole task of Government, and, difficult or 
not, Congress is in duty bound to stop short in its 
dangerous and fatal policy of degrading our Navy 
| beyond the point of usefulness, and take measures to 
tsive it the strength which is absolutely necessary to 
it as an integral part of our national power. We do 
not fix upon any special part of Congress as espe- 
cially culpable in this matter. When we see men 
like Mr. BouTWELL declaring that a Navy can be 
dispensed with, we are sure that it is not the un- 
et(lucated members alone to whom F Ry and his com- 
raudes owe their hurried execution ; and if men who 
represent seaboard States are unable to understand 
that a Navy is necessary, what are we to expect of 
the Western members? Itistime to give up false 
notions of economy and lay out plans—not for ag- 
gression, but for such a naval service as will satisfy 
the ordinary needs of a maritime power. 








A CORRESPONDENT of the Boston Globe, writing 
from Paris as late as the 20th of October, after men- 
tioning that the city appears to be full of soldiers 
of all arms of the service, remarks upon the want of 
soldierly bearing of a regiment which has just pass- 
ed his window. According to this correspondent, 
this regiment “looked more like militia at a coun- 
try muster than like men organized to the profession 
of arms ”-—we quote literally. 

The same ‘writer then remarks upon the wonder- 
fal ‘‘recuperative capacity ” which France has 
shown since the war. This, coupled with the fact 
that while THreERs was President, he made prodig- 
ious exertions to reorganize and reconstitute the 
French army, and further that, now for some time, 
the ablest of French soldiers is at the head of the 
French government, inclines us to take with a 
very large grain of salt the statements of unprofes- 
sional observers like this Boston correspondent. 
French troops are not trained to have the rigid 
parade appearance of the Prussian, Austrian and 
Knglish troops; the men of Rivoli, Marengo and 
Austerlitz did not have it, and its absence in French 
troops is no measure at all of their absolute military 
efficiency. For our part we cannot doubt that the 
whole French army is being put into effective fight- 
ing order in all its arms. With the general recu- 
perative powers displayed by the French people, we 
cannot understand by what right we are to infer 
that only in the French army this recuperative spirit 
is wanting, as these correspondents have taken the 
fancy to suppose. 

The French were beaten, terribly beaten, it is 
true, in their late war with Prussia, but many 
things tended to that end; above all, the marvellous 
and unequalled staff organization and training by 
means of which the Prussian army was wielded 
strategically in campaign as well as tactically in 
battle with all the precision of a single company, or 
of a guard mounting. This, we repeat, was due to 
the unique staff system of the Prussian army, that, 
having been quietly in operation for'years, had not 
only provided a matchless staff for the operations in 
hand, but had placed at the head not only of the 
corps, divisions and brigades, but of the several 
regiments, commanders specially trained for their 
positions as under no other known system. 

While this was so, and the French took the field 
under circumstances which ensured disaster, as is 
being shown in the course of the Bazains trial, the 
French troops fought on every field with a devo- 
tion and valor that there is no just warrant for deny- 
ing. They were terribly outnumbered everywhere, 
but want of fire and good conduct in battle in the 
French troops formed no element in the great dis- 





asters which befell the French people in their con- 
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flict with Prussia. But among the elements which 

may have contributed not a little to that end, there 

was one which seems to haye been very much if not 
entirely overlooked. We refer to ‘the course of the 
French politicians, who, seizing the apportunity af- 
forded by the early reverses of the French armies to 
subvert the established government, secured the 
power for themselves at the moment when nearly 
three-fourths of a million of armed enemies were 
upon and sweeping over the soil of France. In the 
language of Mr, Linco iy, it was “ no time for swap- 
ping horses,” yet that time the politicians of 
France took for it. No wonder, therefore, that t he 
French army could not stem the invading torrent. 





WHATEVER the final result of the Virginius affaiz, 
we shall reap this much advantage from it: the 
country will realize, for the moment at least, the ad- 
vantages and the necessity of having a strong naval 
establishment, and Congress will assemble inDecem- 
ber with better disposition toward legitimate naval 
appropriations than it has shown for years. Within 
@ month so wise a gentleman as an ex-member of 
the Cabinet, Mr. BourwE.t,'has seen fit to thus 
air himself before a New York audience on the sub- 
ject of our naval establishment: “If you have con- 
sidered the subject of a large navy, even without 
reference to the question of war or peace, I think 
you must have reached the conclusion that the day 
of naval engagements is over, or if it be not over 
that for us, a people occupying a continent— 
40,000,000 strong, with an extensive sea coast on 
both oceans—that for us no naval conflict would 
ever settle any question in which we were concern- 
ed ; and after some reflection I reach the conclusion 
that the ability to conduct a naval warfare on the 
ocean, except so far as it may relate to coast de- 
fences, is not of the least consequence to a great 
power, andthat for the purpose of protectiug the 
commerce ot the country it is sufficient that we 
show the flag of the country in the Mediterranean, 
in the seas of the East, upon the coast of Africa, in 
the Gulf of Mexico, upon the ceast of South Ameri- 
ca, for the time, in my judgment, has already 
come; but if it has not come itis near at hand, 
when America will have power enough to exact 
what is just from every nation in reference to com- 
merce without resort to force, There may be other 
questions in which a naval armament may be of 
some consequence, but it will relate merely to our 
coast defences, and not to uffensive operations in 
other seas oragainst other countries in other quar- 
ters of the globe. Now, then, if I do not err in this, 
it follows as a necessary consequence that the naval 
armament of the country may be much reduced, 
and especially the size of the ships diminished on 
which our flag is shown in the different seas of the 
globe, and instead of an expenditure of $17,000,000 
or $20,000,000 a year, I look for a time within ten or 
twelve years when our expenses in that department 
of Government will be reduced at least 33 per cent. 
I believe it to be practicable to make that reduction.” 

Such excitement as this which has grown out of 
the Viryinius affair, shows how impossible it is for 
governments to control the question of peace or 
war, and yet here is a gentleman who has served in 
our Congress during the rebellion, held a position in 
the Cabinet, and been for years in a position to 
study our people to the best advantage, arguing as 
though the millennium had already come, and a sim- 
ple Fourth of July appeal to the “flag” wes 

ufficient to make the nations falldown in awe 
before the image of American greatness, and cheer» 
fully concede to usall that the most sensitive honor 
might exact. 

It is unfortunate that Mr. BoUTWELL could not 
have reserved his views on this subject for another 
month, and then presented them at that meeting 
held in Steinway H.ll on Monday last, when some 
of the very men who applauded his wise remarks 
were assembled to howl for war with Spain and to 
cheer to the echo eloquent prophecies of the 
bombardment of Cuban towns and the sinking of 
Spanish iron-clads. We are glad to see that our 
Navy Department is wisely taking advantage of the 
present excitement to put our Navy iuto better 
trim. 








THE Vienna Vedette has an article on the mitrail- 
leuse, which has lately been introduced into the 
Austrian army, and of which it takes on the whole 


a most encouraging view, though it did not quite 
meet its expectations in the Franco-Prussian war. 
But this, was not owing, the Vedette thinks, to any 
defects of construction, but to the fact that it was 
a strange weapon in inexperienced hands. The 
difficulty of finding the range with it is its must 
serious defect, the Vedette says, and to {remedy 
this it proposes to attach to each mitrailleuse bat- 
tery two light field-pieces, so as to ascertain the 
range up to two thousand yards by the bursting of 
the projectiles, and if not more than two out of six 
mitrailleuses are effective in their fire, even this, 
the Vedette remarks, will be sufficient to render the 
movement; of a column impossible, even at two 
thousand yards; for  mitrailleuse can fire, 
with ease, 100 or 200 shots in a@ short time, 
and nearly all of them effective; no small ad- 
vantage in the field where so small a percentage of 
the bullets do any execution. The field pieces 
could, moreover, reply to the enemy’s heavy fire, 
and if necessary shell them out from houses or other 
covers. 

Our own Gatling is so superior to the Frerch 
imitation that far better service could be obtained 
from it under the conditions which favor the use of 
the machine gun. In comparison with the French 
gun it proved marked superiority, according to the 
testimovy of the British board, in destructive effect, 
command of range, strength aud simplicity of mech- 
anism, facility of repair, and in the demoralizing 
effect of its continuity of fire, while it required fewer 
men to handle it. Of the Gatlings which the Eng- 
lish are now about to put to the test on the Gold 
Coast, Broad Arrow says: 


The artillery supplied to Sir Garnet Wolse- 
lsy must, to many of our readers, be @ sub- 
ject of considerable interest. The country in which 
he is going to operate consists, for the most part, ac- 
cording to all accounts, of thick jungle, with narrow 
paths for roads. Horse or bullock draught is unkaown, 
and locomotion depends upon manual labor. It would 
have been manifestly absurd, therefore, to send out 9- 
pounder or 16-pounder field-guns, which could not move 
up country without some species of four-fuoted traction ; 
and in all similar cases, in mountainous countries or 
in those inaccessible to ordinary artillery carriages, it 
has always been found necessary to employ very light 
guns and equipment, which are usually transported 
either on the backs of mules or on specially construcied 
carriages designed for man-draught. The artillery which 
Sir Garnet: Wolseley will take into the fiell is of this 
nature. Ho will first have cne or two batteries of 7- 
pounder rifled guns, four guns per battery. He will 
also have a battery of little smooth-bore howitzers, a few 
Gatling guns, and some 9-pound Hale rockets. This 
will comprise his artillery. His imfantry will be armed 
with breech loading Sniders, and his irregular or auxil- 
iary forces with muzzle-loading Enfield rifles or smooth- 
bore muskets. ‘I'he Gatling guns which accompany 
the expedition are those known as the 0.45-inch. ‘Chey 
will be mounted on carriages somewhat similar to the 
guns, and, we presume, are mainly intended for the de- 
tence of stockaded positions and for use in the open. 
When well served the machine gun is terribly effective 
at distances of from 400 and 600 yards. 

Five of the locks and barrels are constantly perform- 
ing some of the operations of loading and firing, while 
the other five are extracting the empty cases, and it is 
evident that so long as cartridges are dropped into the 
hopper, and the handle is in motion, the firing will con- 
tinue. In this manner a perfect rain of bullets may 
issue from the ten muzzles. The gun is also fitted with 
an arrangemeut by which a traversing motion may be 
given to the barrels while the firing continues. It is 
obvious that it would be absurd constantly to fire a 
Gatling gun in one direction. A few men immediately 
in front would be perforated, while those on the flanks 
would escape. But the traversing arrangem2nt enables 
us to “ waterpot’’ the enemy with a leaden rain. Al- 
together, we cannot wish the Ashantees worse luck thar 
to get in the way of a Gatling well served. 








GENERAL ORD, in his annual report, we learn, recom- 
mends a change in the methodof Army discipline. In case 
of the trial of a private he would have two of the same 
grade at the court, and not have different methods of 
justice for commissioned officers and enlisted men. It 
is claimed for this innovation that it would tend to ele- 
vate the condition of enlisted men, and would result in 
securing a superior material for the ranks of the Army, 
at the deterioration of which Army officers now s0 
much complain. It is maintained that this change in 
the military law would remove one cause of jealousy 
and desertion, which has now become so general in the 
military service. This principle has long been adopted 
in the German army, where it issaid to have been ac- 
companied by good results. General Ord also recom- 
mends that one or more military posts be established for 
the protection of the northern portion of the State of 
Nebraska, embracing all the country between the Union 
Pacific Railroad and the northern boundary of that State. 
Although there are numerous large settlements in the 
valleys of the Elkhorn and slong portions of the Loup 





and Niobrara rivers, it is claimed that the settlement is 
retarded from inadequate protection. The northern 
boundary of Nebraska is also the northern bouadary of 
a considerable number of Indian tribes, and the fear of 
raids from those tribes has greatly intimidated emigrants 
The inhabitants much desire that military posts be es- 
tablished on the Loup, Elkhorn, and the Running 
Water, anr maintain that the increase in herds in that 
locality would in one year compensate the general 
Government for all outlay. 








Waite Mr. Chas. A. Dana, now the editor of the 
New York Sun, was Assistant Secretary of War, under 
Mr. Stanton, he issued an order for the arrest of Gaz- 
zaway B. Lamar, of Savanuah, for alleged complicity in 
the Booti conspiracy. Mr. Lamar, who was imprisoned 
for some time in the Old Capitol Prison, naturally did 
not take kindly to this treatment, and has recently 
sought to mulct Mr. Dana in damages to the amount 
of $100,000 for his action in the case. The suit of 
Lamar was tried in the United States District Court at 
New York, before Judge Shipman and a jury, and set- 
tled on the 14th of November, by the jury bringing in, 
uaoder instructions from the jadge, a verdict for the de- 
tendant. The order of arrest in Mr. Lamar’s case was 

one issued by Mr. Dana, by order of the President, and 
under instructions from Mr. Stanton. The court held 
that the Commander-in-Chief had full authority to 
issue such an order, the city of Savannah being under 
mertial law. “If,” the judge charged the jury, “‘ Mr. 
Jobnson issued it from motives of oppression he is liable, 
but upon the face of the order it was a valid and legal 
document, and Mr. Dana, being a yublic ministerial 
otficer, acting merely as clerk of the commander, in sign- 
ing the order by the order of the President, did not 
make himself liable, unless he conspired with, co-oper- 
ated with or induced the President to issue it from mo- 
tives t» oppress.” This decision is of importance to all 
officers acting under executive authority. 








A SPECIAL meeting of the ‘ Associated Veterans of 
1846,” survivors of the Mexican War, was held at 
Washington November 15 to perfect arrangements for 
the reception of the delegates elected by the several 
State organizations to tho proposed National Convention 
to be held there on the 15th of January, when a joint 
memorial to Congress will be prepared asking® similar 
recognition of their past services as that shown to 
veterans of 1812 by the law of February 14, 1870, An- 
other object contemplated is the establishment of a 
National Brotherhood of the survivors of that war for 
benevolent purposes, and the restoration of the former 
good feeling among them in all sections of the Union, 
which has been to some extent disturbed by events of 
the past twelve years. On motion of General Albert 
Pike, the following were appointed an Executive Com- 
mittee to arrange for the January meeting, viz.: Gen- 
eral J. W. Denver, chairman; Genvral Albert 
Hon, J. J. Martin, Colonel Justus J. McCarty, and A. 
M. Kenaday, Esq., corresponding secretary of the as- 
sociation. General Pike offered a resolution, accom 
nied with appropriate remarks, declaring the President 
of the United States, who had gallantly served as an 
officer of the Army during the war with Mexico, be en- 
relied as an honorary member of the ‘“‘ Associated Vet- 
erans of 1846,” and directing the secretary to notify 
General Grant of such election. ‘The resolution was 
passed by acclamatiin, amid much enthusiasm, when 
the meeting adjourned to the first Saturday evening in 
December. Associations similar to this at Washin 
are now in successful operation in San Francisco, Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, New York, Boston, Balti- 
more, Louisville, Cincinnati; Virginia City, Nevada ; 
Reno and Eureka, Nevada; Sacramento and Santa 
Barbara, Cal.; Leavenworth, St. Paul, New Orleans, 
Mobile; Macon, Ga; Raleigh, N. C.; Richmon 
Petersburg, Va.; Charlestown, W. Va.; Jackson, Tenn.; 
Tecumseh, Mich.; Scottsboro’, Ala.; and Washington, 
D. C., while at almost every mecting the secre bas 
been called upon to announce new societies created and 
wheeling into line under the invitation extended by the 
Washington society last Muy. 











Mr. BRENTANO, in his ‘Nineteenth bulletin of re- 
cent English, French, and American publications, now 
on sale at his literary emporium, No. 33 Union Square, 
New York,” offers to our readers an attractive bill of 
fare for a literary feast. Mr. Brentano isfone of the in. 
stitutions of New York—a most enterprising and 4a-- 
cessful bookseller and newsdealer, a good deal of phil- 
© opher, and something of a poet, as his advertisement 
will show; though it must not be supposed that he is 
assuming poetical ]icense when he says: “ He finds he 
cannot quite (not «ven in ‘the briefest way) the names 
of Serials of note he deals so largely in to-day: He 
keeps such heaps—stupendous/ In piles of files—tremen- 
dous /” For what cannot be found at Mr. Bretano’s in 
the way of current literature it would be hard to find’ 
anywhere in New York. His advertisement will prove 
especially interesting té our readers for the catalogue it 
gives of recent books, all of which can be had from Mr, 
Brentano. 








Tue Manhattan went into commission at the Phila— 
delphia Navy—yard on November 19. The Zerror was 
brought up to the Philadelphia yard from League Island, 
on November 19. The Canonicus, is at present at Harlan 
& Hollingsworth’s ship-yard, at Wilmington. A larg 
force of men are now wor on her, and it is ; 
she will be ready for sea in t two weeks, ; 





Mrs. E. M. Stanton, widow of of War 
Stanton, died November 4B ot Okestaat Hilt tose Dent 
adolphis, She had been ill for a long time, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ere ilies of the Auses sae Sivas Gommnee Goss ast beth him- 
responsi. v expressions 0 n in communica- 
tions under this - His purpose is to allow the 
h freedom vf discussion consistent with propriety and good 





A SENSIBLE WOMAN 
WHO APPRECIATES EDITORIALS, 

’ Dear Mr. Epiror: I have so often wished that just 
one little space of your valuable paper might be held 
apart from Army and Navy news just for us ladies ; so 
T join “ C.” in requesting you to grant us this 
tiny space—all to ourselves. Then we might be able to 
help each other, and exchange receipts for knick-knacks, 
etc.,and make the paper just a little mite more charming 
to the ladies ; for, as Mary says, they are not all inter- 
ested in Orders, Army and Navy news, whilst that is 
the first page cut and read by myself, and then leave for 

leieure hours the best of all and the spice in the 
editorials. How stupid some editorials are! but our 
JOURNAL'S are just splendid. I cut them out and keep 
them, and often had the satisfaction—keen it was, too— 
-of producing them at some debate between my husband 
and some of his messmates. 

Now my husband enjoys the name of George, and he 
has been in the Navy along while. At present he is 
“on a cruise,” and I am widow degrace. I don’t like it 
one bit, and would prefer being with him, but for sev- 
eral good reasons must remain and wait in patience for 
his return, What a pity some great genius don’t try to 
invent some mode to make his and other officer’s pay 
stretch to a larger amount ; and what a deal of economy 
it takes to make it do all it has to do. 

Now the papers are all wild, and, like some birds of 

» shriek War! War! War! They at one time 
Siricked “Economy, and reduce the Navy!” “ Out upon 
astanding Army !” and insultingly called our few officers 
“Government paupers.” And now when our flag is 
insulted they find Navy not in a fighting condition. 
I say let the blame rest where it belongs. I agree that 
those Spaniards ought to be justly punished; but think 
of the sacrifice of our side, and the desolate firesides ; 
and then I fear it won’t be only a brief war, but a long 
and desperate one. I don’t wish for war, but if we 
must have it, let us have a Navy worthy the flag, and 
make it an honor to be in the service of the United 

* States Government. I sit and watch it all, trusting for 
the best, and pray it will all turn out well. War is so 
dreadful My George was in active service during the 
Rebellion, ont has a splendid record, but then my heart 
fails me when I think what may be; but I am of the 
Navy, and as such will do my duty, come what. will. 

Now if “Mary C.” will state more particularly what 
kind of receipts she would like, I might have some to 
suit. And, Mr. Editor, write splendid long editorials, 
and tell what you think of the war. 

My George takes the JoURNAL, aud I know what he 
will say when he reads this—if you think best to print 
it—end that is, “‘ Will she never learn wisdom and keep 
her pen still?” He said I was wild, and wrote just to 
see inyself in print. Well, it is real nice, and why can’t 
I write to you, Mr, Editor, if I like, and enjvy seeing it 
in “our JouRNAL?” Idon’t wish my name priuted in 
full, for he would object, and so should I. So that 
George will know it is 1, permit me to sign myself what 
he has dubbed me (only when he is ere = 

OOTSIE, 








THE COMPANY FUND. 


To the Editor}of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Your correspondent, “‘ Frank,” in his admirable 
remarks on the management of the ‘‘ company fund,” 
gave some good and sound advice ; but it is, like every- 

else, open to criticism. He remarks, to commence 
with, that the first sergeants are a dishonest set of men, 
to whom nothing is safe within reach, including at 
the same time the non-commissioned officers of the 
kitchen and the cooks. No .doubt tnere are some first 
sergeants in our Army who unscrupulously dispose of 
company savings merely to satisfy their own wants; but 
that there are some company commanders who would 
also unscrupulously certify on honor the company fund 
by making false statements for vegetables and 
articles purchased for the benefit of the company, 
the many general courts-martial since the last five or 
six years can testify. 

I would like to know how a captain can prevent a first 
sergeant from stealing rations (if the first sergeant is in- 
clined to do so) ess he keeps “everything safely 
locked upand carries the huge bunch of keys (a /a model 
* young housekeeper’) fastened on the black belt, which 
is now worn under the undress coat, and selects and in- 
serts into the lock the ‘ oo key for the purpose 
of gainivg admittance to the storeroom to issue the ex- 
act Ghetedioats for the coming ‘hash.’” There is no 
other way which an attentive captain can adopt to stop 
all this “ pilfering;” unless he uses the storeroom as a 
seeping sperment and the kitchen as a sitting room and 

combined, or by having a half a dozen spys 
Tokers) sprying about the first sergeant’s heels from 
until night, to report in the evening the pro- 


morning ; 
of his doings. . 
“ra that first sergeant in Captain “ Frank’s ” com- 
pany must have an unenviable position. 
A Fimst SERGEANT. 


Mo the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sim: I have been reading in your issue of November 
1, “An Officer’s Opinion u Company Fund,” pur- 
porting to show a “ means of reform.” I do not see what 
effect will have upon that subject, for since 
Army this company fund business has been 
freely ventilated, with no consequent “ reform” what- 

, and as long as there exists a company fund there 
will the manipulations 
mentioned by your correspondent, that 


| 
i 
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and lead to a sure punishment of the y offending. 
The occasion of complaint does not lie An the enlisted 
men ; as long as a captain allows his savings to accumnu- 
late—and the enlisted men have their share of judgment 
in such matters—and no published account of receipts 
and expenditures is made, so long will the soldier dis- 
trust custodians of company fund, and with all the 
more show of reason is he not well fed. Soldiers would 
not complain were they actually assured that a part of 
said fund was diverted by their captain for the purchase 
of that “country paper,” did they receive all the bene- 
fits they could reasonably expect from it, i. ¢., plenty 
of good, wholesome food, and lights for barrack-rooms ; 
and no person having any experience in the Army, or 
insight into company savings, doubts for a moment that 
this may be dene. 

Applying company fund to the purch ase of papers 
and periodicals should not be dreamed of until the above 
conditions have been provided for, nor do I deem the 
“purchase of sewing machines” proper. A company 
tailor can well afford to purchase his own machine, if he 
wishes for such an article, for he has plenty of work, and 
makes more than a civilian journeyman,‘should he prove 
industrious, and if not it would be hardly proper to 
pamper his laziness. 

Orders from the Adjutant-General, for obvious rea- 
sons, must prove non-effective, but an excellent way 
of curing the evil—as I have my suggestion—would be 
for the captain to render his company a monthly state- 
ment of his fund (by medium of the bulletin board) of 
euch article purchased and expended, and the amount of 
surplus savings remaining on hand. If such a plan was 
adopted there would be an end at once to complaints of 
“abuse” and distrust. ‘Sacred trust’? business is not 
satisfactory to the soldier as managed at present, and 
would it detract any from its sanctified character were 
an account of stewardship rendered his company by its 
commander ? Essay. 








They boast of a successful and flourishing business, and 
show their assets among the millions; but the fact is 
their accession of wealth is not derived from legitimate 
business, but from the distress, misfortunes, and neglect 
ef the poor policy holders in their respective com- 
panies. Let me ask, why should a company whose in- 
come is 7 1-2 millions of dollars annually, and whose 
actual_losses by death were less than 1 1-2 millions, spend 
4 1-2 millions in expenses and death losses combined ? 
Should they not reduce their scale of premiums? This 
leads me to call attention to that seale. A young man 
has to pay at least three per cent. premium for the sum 
assured annually. This same sum by compound in- 
terest would exhibit an outlay of as much as the original 
amount insured if the party lived 20 to 25 years after 
taking out his policy. The same amount in a savings 
bank that allows six per cent. on savings by compound 
interest is a cheaper and safer investment. 

Now for a proposed remedy for the evil complained of 
by “Next.” Presuming there are 2,800 offivers who are 
on the retired list or in active service in the Army. It 
has been demonstrated by actual experience that the 
death ratio is 6,and not more than 9, to 1,000. By 
reference to the Army Register of 1870, there were il 
deaths ; in 1871 Register there were recorded 53 deaths. 
In 1871, officers on the Army Register, 2,826; in 1870, 
2,822. Thus in two years there were 64 deaths out of 
2,826, lese than 21-4 per cent. The Equitable shows 
345 deaths out of 36,000 policies, equal to one per cent , 
and the Mutual 701 deaths out of 71,244 policies, equal 
to about one per cent. There is one matter to be con- 
sidered, that out of the 64 deaths in the Army, many 
died from casualties and wounds received in the war. 
Now I would advise the officers of the various regiments 
to admit those who are on the retired and unassigned 
lists, and to fix the extreme age of entrance at sixty 
years. Let each contribute one dollar towards establish- 
ing the office, to be conducted upon economic principles, 
and at the death of a retired, unassigned, or an active 





ARMY LIFE INSURANCE. 


To the Editor of the Armyand Navy Journal. 
Sir: I notice the inquiry made by your correspondent 
“ Next,” who desires to elicit views of life insurance 
whereby, for « moderate contribution, a few thousand 
dollars can be secured to an officer’s family in case of 
death in the service. 
Having given the sabject of life insurance much study, 
and believing that the present managers of life insurance 
companies have created great distrust by mismanage- 
ment, malefeisance, and false representations in reference 
to the condition of their companies, I venture te lay be- 
fore your Army and Navy friends my views. Life in- 
surance was introduced to secure at death a certain sum 
guaranteed, in consideration of an annual premium to 
be paid, of which certain bonuses were promised if the 
company’s business was a success. So far that was a 
feir bargain, and thousands took out policies, believing 
that as each year rolled around they would be prepared 
to meet the premium due on the policy, and so long as 
they were capable of paying, everything looked bright; 
but as soon as “circumstances beyond their control” 
prevented the payment of the premium, then the great 
mistake was discovered of investing in life insurance on 
a contingency of death only. Reverses in life were 
never thought of, and sad indeed was the contemplation, 
that after paying premiums for a long series of years 
the poor deiinquent was obliged to surrender his policy 
at the company’s value—which on an 18-year valuation 
was just one-third the amount of the sum assured, to- 
gether with the accruing bonuses—or he was, if the 
policy was but a few years old, forced to let it lapse and 
lose all he ever paid towards its maintenance. Figures 
are not deceptive, but life insurance is; and I now beg 
to quote from the official report of the Insurance Depart- 
ment at Albany the returns of the two largest companies 
in America—the New York Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
and the Equitable Life Insurance Co. The former com- 
pany, by the 1872 report, had 73,864 policies in force, 
insuring $228,770,367. Daring the year their new 
business consisted of 10,010 policies, insuring $28,632,- 
458. They had but 701 deaths, paying $2,373,685, and 
they had surrendered the enormous amount of 2,358 
polisies, representing $8,281,805. Another branch— 
that of lapsed policies—exhibits even a worse feature. 
Those who could not pay the renewal premiums on 
policies of a few years standing, or those who could not 
pay up on the old policies, allowed 4,905 policies to lapse, 
insuring $13,724,050. All the premiums paid by these 
poor confiding creatures was swept off into the treasur 
of the company, and their families, in case of deatb, left 
penniless ! : 
Here is an instance of misplaced confidence. Insurers 
thought that the company, if solvent, would come to 
their relief by advancing the surrender value of the 
policy for a stated period on interest at seven per cent., 
taking the policy as security; but po. That is not the 
policy of the Mutual Life Insurance Co. The pretence 
is that its charter prevents them advancing on the sur- 
render value of the policy, but they will buy at their 
valuation, and thus can we account for this great cor- 
poration accumulating $54,000,000 to $56,000,000 of 
capital—made out of what? Not from interest on 
mortgages, but simply from lapsed policies, the premi- 
ums of which are annually swept into the treasury of 
the company, and also the surrendered policies, whose 
value each year is enhanced according to the age of the 
insured. If the company had in view the protection of 
the insured, they could easily have applied to the Le,is- 
lature for an alteration of the charter to enable them to 
relieve the necessities of those of their policy holders 
who by reverses were temporarily unable to pay the re- 
newal premiums, but that is not the policy of life in- 
surance companies, as I can again cite from another 
officialreturn. The Equitable in 1872 had 38,827 policies 
in force, insuring $154,331,143, and in the year their 
new business was 9,794 policies, insuring ,5 10,950. 
That same year their death policies were 845, paying 
$1,475,990 ; their surrender was 2,297, insuri 1L- 
498 ; and lapse policies 3,127, insuring $11, 





The same story oan be told of all the other companies, 


member in the Army at the time of death, pay to the 
office $4 on each death. No officer would dare break 
from his engagement after signing the roll wherein he 
agrees to pay $1 towards estublishing the office, and $4 
for each recorded death. I agree with “Next” that 
next to compulsion a refusal to pay should bring the de- 
linquent before the proper Army authorities on charges. 
The simplest plan would be for each colonel or officer 
commanding a regiment, bureau, or post, to submit the 
proposition to the officers of his command and ascertain 
the number willing to cuntribute with the simple agree- 
ment to be signed : 

“We the undersigned, officers of —— regiment, of 
, do hereby agree to subscribe the sum of one dollar 
towards establishing the Army and Navy Assurance So- 
ciety. And we further agree to contribute the sum of 
four dollars towards the fund payable to the heirs of 
each and every deceased officer who at the time of death 
waiamember in good standing, and whose dues had 
been fully paid up to time of death. We also recom- 
mend as trustees for the proper protection of our contri- 
butions the General-in-Chief of the Army and the 
Adjutant-General of the Army, together with the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, authorizing them to make such ap- 
pointments for the management of the office as they 
may consider proper.” 

In my next I will give you details of the working of 
similar associations, which can be viewed as simply 
Mutual Benefit Societies, and all of which are prosper- 
ing after ample trial. Very respectfully, 

A. WELLINGTON Hart, Colonel. 











STARKEY’S FITTINGS. 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: I aman officer of the Navy who has for many 
years purchased of Mr. Starkey, of London, such naval 

trimmings, etc., as Ihave from time to time needed. 

Some years ago I purchased a cap, of a well-known firm, 
with one of the so-called first-class Starkey cords. I 
had occasion when in London to show it to Mr. Starkey, 
and in order to convince me it was not his he showed me 
his first, second, and third class cords and lace, ana ex- 
plained to me that the cord was of cheap German make. 
Officers who are desirous of procuring Starkey’s fittings 
had better send direct to London for them and pay the 
duty sooner than be imposed upon by the various firms 
that so loudly proclaim what they keep avery meagre 
supply of. Any naval officer knows Starkey’s first-class 
things are money saved in the future—on the principle 
of buying a good thing once and paying the proper price 
for it, not renewing from time to time, as with cheaper 
articles. Army officers who have had occasion to get 
their accoutrements of Starkey always speak of them 
as durable, first quality of material, and correct accord- 
ing to regulation. I am not writing this as a puff 
for Mr. Starkey, because his well-known reputation does 
not need it, but to prevent officers of the Army and 
Navy, who desire his goods, from being imposed upon. 

TRon-CLAD. 








MARSHAL BAZAINE. 
(Translated for the Army and Navy Journal from the Gegenwart.) 

WHEN the news of the fall of Metz first came to his 
ears, the dictator, Gambetta, cried “ Treason!” This 
hot headed man was yet without the details of that ca- 
tastrophe, and knew nothing of.the condition and occur- 
rences by which it might be explained, and still he cried 
“Treason,” and surrendered to the fury of an excited 
mob the name of a man which a few days previous he 
had, by false bulletins, glorified as a successful con- 
queror and the saviour of France. From that time for- 
ward it was settled as an undisputed fatt in the eyes 
of every Frenchman that Marshal Buizaine was a 
traitor. 

Unwillingly did Thiers undertake to prosecute Ba- 
zaine, retarding rather than furthering the movement. 
The ex-President was too clear-sighted a politician not 
to comprehend that France would only reap dishonor by 
such a transaction; he knew too that Bazaine in de- 
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cil of war voted for inaction,and that, if driven to a corner, 
he had it in his power to convict of the cowardice of 
which he himself is accused, large bodies of troops be- 
longing to his army; and lastly, that he could, with a 
good prospect of success, appeal to the impartial opinion 
of those German commanders whom he faced in the 
murderous engagements before Metz. 

The present rulers of France, however, regard the 
matter in an entirely different light. Yielding to 
popular opinion, they prefer to ascribe the defeat of 
France to the treachery of their military commanders, 
rather than to the superiority of the German troops, In 
other words, another life is to be sacrificed to the 
self-conceit of the French, who imagine that they would 
have been the victors in the late war had they not been 
the victims of perfidy. 

The hall of the great Trianon, in which the trial takes 
place, can boust of a rich and varied history, in which 
figure, however, more love affairs than State transac- 
tions, more merry feasts than discussions of so grave a 
nature as those at present. Here a Montespan, and 
Pompadour shone and basked in the sunshine of their 
triumphs; here, too, was the favorite residence of the 
great Napoleon, and a little later, Louis Philippe. 
There, now, accused of a capital crime, before his 
judges stands a short, thick-set man, with close cut 
white hair and moustache, in whose face no trace of un- 
usual intelligence or great energy is to be found. Few 
have in so short a space of time been laden with so many 
honors as Marshal Bazaine, and indeed upon few too has 
mud been so liberally bespattered. His marshai’s baton 
bears the proud inscription, “Simple soldat en 1831, 
maréchal de France en 1864.”” His enemies accuse him 
of robbing wherever his military vocation has led him ; 
declare that he plunned the destruction of the unfortu- 
nate Maximilian; that he purposely and maliciously 
avoided doing in 1870 what might have saved both his 
acmy and Metz; that he murdered his first wife, etc. If 
all the stories concerning him could be credited, Bazaine 
would no less than twice have attempted to usurp a 
throne; first that of Mexico, then that of France. 


Achilles Bazaine was born in 1811, became a 
soldier in 1830, and was made an officor in 
1831. As early as 1850 he became colonel, in 


1854, a brigadier-general; a year later generai of a di- 
vision, and, as mentiored before, “‘ maréchal de France 
en 164.” Besides all the engagements of his own 
country, in which he ever preserved his reputation as a 
brave and reliable soldier, he took part in the war in 
Spain—1835-39—where he acquired the lingua castellana, 
which latter did him good service while in Mexico. 

The proud testimony of his modest beginning, “ sim- 
ple soldat en 1831,” shows what self-reliance and am- 
bition filled his youthful breast. The son of a prominent 
and wealthy officer, it would have been an easy mat- 
ter for him to obtain an officer’s commission in the 
army, but he declared it to be his pride to carry a knzp- 
sack, and so gain the promised reward of every brave 
French soldier. 

In 1853 Colonel Bazaine married a girl he rescued 
at an early age from a life of shame. After Bazaine’s 
departure for Mexico his wife was discovered in a crim- 
inal communication with a celebrated actor of the Thea- 
tre Francais, upon which she committed suicide. At the 
age of fifty-four Bazaine married a Mexican girl, aged 
seventecn, named Pepita, who, besides being regarded 
asa linear descendant of Montezuma, was also the re- 
puted heiress of immense wealth. The fact, however, 
is, that she owned a modest fortune, which, together 
with Bazaine’s, was confiscated by Juarez after Maximi- 
lian’s execution. 

Bazaine is poor. The withdrawal of his salary as 
marshal, which took place immediately after the sur- 
render of Metz, has reduced him to such a degree that 
he must depend entirely on the liberality of his friends 
for defraying the expenses of his trial. 

The qualities of the marshal, by which his {conduct 
both in Mexico and at Metz may be explained, are great 
attachment to Napoleon III., and a self-reliance, backed 
by an invincible stubbornness, which asserts itself 
throughout the man’s brilliant career, but which very 
often deceives him, because it overpowers his intéllect. 
He is a gallant soldier, but possesses no great tulent, and 
is, in short, one of those French officers who can least 
depart from their Algerian scheoling. As to the 
charges brought against him concerning the drama 
in Mexico, we consider them exaggerated, and the 
charges in the present instance we consider entirely un- 
just and absurd. That Baaaine, who while in Mexico 
consulted and followed the directions of the emperor in 
everything, is guilty of many an act of injustice brought 
on by himself we believe, and find it natural in so ob- 
stinate a character as his; but that he is guilty, as 
many, especially Austrian writers, have it, ot ruining 
Maximilian wilfully, we do not believe a word; events 
could have had no other development than they did; and 
when the most earnest entreaties failed to shake Max- 
imilian’s resolution to remain, notwithstanding the de- 
parture of the French troops, his fate was decided. He 
himself must have foreseen it, and undoubtedly did; 
but be was one of those heroic natures which preferred 
death in any shape rather than the humiliation of re- 
turning home with his crown transformed into a fool’s 
cap. 

An interesting work by a Prussian officer who served 
in the French ermy in Mexico with distinction—Colonel 
Von der Burg—late chief of the general staff of the Ger- 
man army of occupation in France, condemns as the 
greatest mistake of Bazaine that he did not forcibly carry 
off Maximilian while his troops were leaving for France. 
The death of this unhappy man has heaped a flood of 
ba‘e uponthe name of the French general. Bazsine 
bore the disgrace without a murmur of contradiction, 
without the least effort to cover himself with the com- 
mand of Napoleon. This act of loyalty the latter highly 
valued, and Bazaine owed it in the first instance to Na- 
poleon’s appreciation of his faithfulness and reliability 
tha; he received so high a command in the late war. 
Napoleon never regarded him asa genius; Frossard and 
MacMahon were considered by him to be superior gen- 





erals, but these two had already been defeated when the 
Emperor, on the 12th of August, appointed Bazaine 
com muander-in-chief of the Rhine army. 

Actual treason, according to the list of charges, is 
not the marshal’s crime; not once is it mentioned, or 
has even the suspicion been raised, that he allowed him- 
self to be bribed by the enemy, or that he acted directly 
in the interest of the Germans. Besides many military 
errors he is accused of having been more of a politician 
than becomes a soldier; that he neglected his duties as 
officer to serve the interests of the imperial house, and 
that he reserved his army as the instrument of a restora- 
tion. According to our views, Bazaine deserves credit 
for this ioyalty, and the reproach that he hesitated to 
place his troops at the disposition of the government of 
the 4th of September, sounds strangely in the mouths of 
his judges, of whom not one regards the government of 
the 4th of September as the one he would be bound to 
obey. 

Of military mistakes Bazaine will hardly be ac- 
quitted. We do not intend to venture a premature 
opinion in the face ofthe voluminous materials produced 
by both complainants and the defence. However, an in- 
sight into Bazaine’s own work. ‘‘ L’armée du Rhin depuis 
le 12 Aout, jusqu’ au 29 Octobre,1870,” fills us with mis- 
givings, for besides much that is important in his de- 
fence, esyecially the opinions of the generals who voted 
for inaction,* and which were taken down word for 
word, we meet with documents which place his stub- 
bornness and blindness in the most unfavorable light. 
This applies especially to the correspondence by letter 
and telegrams between Napoleon and Bazaine before the 
battles about Metz. The Emperor incessantly demands 
that all contact with the Germans be avoided, and that 
the army be transferred without delay to the left bank 
of the Moselle. The marshal treats the matter coolly, 
and only directs attention to the difficulties that would 
be cauzed by the rising of the water and the want of ma- 
terial for bridging. The Emperor anxiously replies: 
“Plus je pense a la position qu’ occupe l’armée, et piusje 
la trouve critique.” On the following day Napoleon re- 
news his entreaties, at the same time informing the 
marshal that the Prussians occupy Pont-’-Mousson and 
Corney, and that a rumor was abroad of Prince Fred- 
erick Charles’ march upon Thionville. ‘Il n’y a pas un 
moment 4 perdre.” On the evening of this day, at about 
nine o’clock, Bazaine wrote that the enemy being so near 
it would be dangerous to cross the river, and that after 
the necessary information was received as to the posi- 
tion the enemy occupied, it would be decided which to 
do—await the enemy or proceed to the attack them- 
selves. At eleven o’clock the Emperor replies, and at 
the same time transmits the despatch of the Empress 
from Paris, which informs him of the intention of 
Frederick Charles to march towards Verdun, and there 
join the crown prince. Napoleon again exhorts the 
marshal to cross the Moselle, and at last he is con- 
vinced : “ les graves nouvelles m’ obligaient évidemment 
a franchir la Moselle au plus vite” On the 14th of 
August the crossing commenced, but it was too late, the 
Germans had begun the attack. 

Many a dark point will be left unrevealed by the 
court in the grand Trianon; that intrigues have been 
concocted against Bazaine, is proven by the fact that a 
despatch which Bazaine sent MacMahon on the 20th of 
August was intercepted by Colonel Stoffel, who was in 
the general staff of the Duke of Magenta. The despatch 
is of great importance, because in it Bazaine expresses 
his doubts whether he would be sble to cut his way 
through in the direction of Montmedy acd unite with 
MacMahon. This despatch we find in his book, and 
reads: “Je vous préviendrai de ma marche, si toutefois 
je puis l’entreprendre san compromettre l’armée.”’ 

That the bill of indictment is very one sided, and, 
notwithstanding its extent, an imperfect piece of work, is 
clear to every inquiring eye. ‘The chief defect of this 
bill is that it does not concern itself at all as to the mo- 
tives of the marshal, that it does not show itself con- 
scious of its mission to explain the actions of the same 
psychologically, but contents itself with general and 
shallow insinuations in that direction. 

We have often remarked that Bazaine is not an em- 
inent mind, and that in judging of his performances we 
must consult his abilitivz. We could not repress a 
smile while reading in his preface to the work before al- 
luded the following happy idea of the marshal 
in his advice for the reorganization of the French 
army: “‘ Les commandants des troupes, quelle que soit 
leur place dans la hierarchie militaire, doivant toujours 
agir avec la plus grande prudence.” 

COLONEL STOFFEL’S EVIDENCE. 
(From the London Daily News, November 5.) 

There has been intense excitement to-day at the 
Trianon at the result of Colonel Stoffel s examination. 
He appeared in plain clothes, being dismissed from the 
army. His story: about Marshal Bazaine’s despatches 
which he did not transmit to Marshal MacMabon was 
briefly this: Marshal MacMahon was uneasy at the ab- 
sence of news from Marshal Bazaine. Colonel Stoffel 
obtained from M. Pietri two Paris police inspectors, 
Rabasse and Mies, who were to try to get in and out of 
Metz. Colonel Stoffel promised them 25,000 frances 
(£1,000) as a reward if they succeeded. The policemen 

ot as far only as Longwy, and then telegraphed to 
Colonel Stoffel that there was no chance of entering 
Metz. At the same time, as they alleged, they tele- 
graphed to Colonel Stoffel the contents of four despatches 
from Marshal’ Bazaine and General Coffinieres, confided 
to them by Marshal Bazaine’s messeuger, Guyard. 
These despatches were the same as those shown in the 
night to Colonel Absac, who declined to keep them, on 
the ground that the contents had been telegraphed be- 
fore. Colonel Stoffel, denying any knowledge of the an- 
ticipatory telegram, admitted the receipt of the original 
despatches, but swore he put them in his pocket and 
never read them, being under the impression that, the 
agents’ mission having failed, they could not be import- 
ant. He repeatedly pleaded loss of memory about uaim- 


portant things. The Duc d’Aumale remarked sternly 
vn the impecbability of of his not looking at despatches 





brought by special agents of his own, to whom he had 
offered a large reward, and desired him to retire, 6a} 

he should have to call him again. Colonel Stoffel 
tempted to make a speech against General de Riviere’s 
report, accusing him of suppressing despatches ; and, 
though interrupted by the president, he succeeded in 
loudly uttering these words, “I share in the contempt 
and disgust of the whole army for the er.” A 
general officer near me whispered his pode > this 
contempt of court was not visited by arrest on the spot. 
The court, however, adjourned for luncheon, and re- 
mained absent for the unusual period of anhour. Onre- 
turning Colonel Stoffel was recalled, and the president 
repeated to him, as having been heard by some mem- 
bers of the court, the objectionable words he had ut- 
tered. Colonel Stoffel refused to retract them, he 
was not a child, and always thought retraction 
Thereupon the Duc d’Aumale dictated to the registrar 
a decree, which in substance was an order to a divis- 
ional general to arrest Colonel Stoffel. Thus far he 
could hold his head high; but worse wastocome. Gen- 
eral Pourcet, the judge-advocate, rose, and citing vari- 
ous articles of war, moved the court that, whereas there 
existed sufficient presumption that Colonel Stoffel was 
guilty, between September 22 and 27, of having wilfall: 
suppressed, destroyed, or lacerated despatches Presses: | 
to Marshal MacMahon, he should be allowed to prose- 
cute Colonel Stoffel. The court granted this, after an 
objection by M. Lachaud that defective memory was not 
acrime. The meaning of all these formalities is that by 
this time Colonel Stoffel is in custody. 


CHASE OF THE VIRGINIUS. 


A PRESS despatch from Havana, November 16, even- 
ing, says: The most remarkable feature of the capture 
of the Virginius is the absolute non-resistance of her 
crew when overhauled by the Tornado. But one account 
of the chase and capture has been made public. 
facts were all gleaned from Spanish sources, for the men 
on the Virgintus were not allowed to speak, and it is a 
question for the future to decide whether the few who 
still survive the Spanish butchery will ever have an op- 
portunity to give their version of the gloomy tragedy to 
the world. Some additional facts have come into the 
possession of your correspondent. 

The Tornado, which made the capture, was cruising 
on the 31st October, under sail, about 18 miles from 
Cuban coast. In the afternoon she sighted a steamer 
about six miles distant heading tow her. The ca 
tain at once ordered steam to be got up, and soon o 
served that the strange steamer had altered her course 
and headed for the coast of Jamaica, distant about 100 
miles. 

The Spanish captain at once suspected from this unu- 
sual proceeding that the steamer was the Virginius. He 
ordered the engineers to get up all the steam possible, 
even if they burst the boilers, and to drive the engines 
at their utmost speed. 

The Tornado, under full headway, showed such speed 
that it was clear that in a long chase she would certain- 
ly overhaul the stranger. She gained steadily on her 
but as night was coming the Spanish captain feared he 
should lose sight of the vessel. The moon rising, how- 
ever, he was enabled, by keeping all hands on deck, at 
the masthead and in the rigging, to keep a sharp look- 
out. The steamer was kept in sight, until the corvette 
had neared her sufficiently to bring her guns to bear on 
her. 

The scene on the deck of the Spaniard was one of in- 
tense excitement. The fugitive steamer, for it was now 
quite evident that, for whatever reason, she was very 
anxious to escape, was observed to throw cargo over- 
board, and empty boxes and other material floated past 
the Spaniard. 

A shot was fired, but the stranger made no reply, and 
four others were fired in succession, The last shot was 
fired at ten P. M., and immediately the steamer, which 
had led the corvette a chase of nearly eight hours, hove 








to. é - 

Two boats were lowered and manned and pulled along- 
side. They met with no resistance in boarding the 
steamer, which they had now discovered, beyond a 
doubt, to be the Virginius. They took possession of her 
by hauling down the American flag, which the Virgii 
us had displayed throughout the chase, and hoisted the 
Spanish flag instead. 

Captain Fry, of the Virginius,in the usual manner, 
handed over the steamer’s papers for the examination of 
the officer in command of the boarding party, and that 
officer at once took charge of them, and both vessels 
headed for Santiago de Cuba. 

On the 1st of November, at five o’clock in the after- 
noon, they arrived at Santiago de Cuba. 
were immediately begun against the captives as pirates, 
and, notwithstanding the protest of the United States 
vice consul at that port, they were conde and on 
the morning of the 4th of November four were shot. 

A naval court-martial was then organized for the trial 
of Captain Fry and the crew of the Virginius. They 
were, of course, condemned, after a most expeditious 
trial, and on the 7th the captain, first mate, sesond mate 
and thirty-four seamen were shot. 

On the 8th twelve of the so-called “ expeditionarists ”” 
were shot, and on the 10th fifty-seven more were put to 
death. 

The latest report from Santiago de Cuba is that 
eighteen of the entire ship’s company, consisting 

nally of 169, will be saved. Some of these are 

and it is assumed that they were not aware of the nature 
of the voyage, and the others are boys. 

Only four, it is now stated, will bey whines suffer- 
ing some form of punishment, and; remainder o 
those not shot will be condemned to the chain gang. 


8. J. KimBaut, chief of the revenue marine service, 











has returned from the Paci cqeet, senities Ke went to 
inspect that coast to select points for new lit é 
stations. This completes the rize 
Congress. He will at once ® report: 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 





Luvs Mempersuies in tae N. R. A.—There is a move- 
ment on foot among the Twenty-second regiment to have | Now, had the “coached” party won the badge, we think 
all its officers become life members of the National Rifle 
Association. The subject was brought up informally at 
the annual meeting of Company A, of that regiment, held 
at the armory on the 15th inst., and all the officers who 
were present signified their intention of becoming life mem- 
bers. Colonel Porter is strongly in favor of the matter, and 


as he has it charge it will undoubtedly result in the project 
being carried out. In taking hold of this matter the 
Twenty-second has shown an appreciation of the situation, 


and of the wants of the association, which deserves com- 
The assistance which the association derives 


mendation. 
from a few officers becoming life members is as great as from 
the joining of a whole company. The payment of twenty- 
five dollars is comparatively small, and as it frees the officers 
from all obligations and perplexing questions as to whether 
or not they have paid their dues, it is rather an advantage 
than a detriment to them. The National Rifle Association 
has done so much for the National Guard during the past 
year, not only in giving them the free use of their range, 
but in getting up the different matches in which they have 
been allowed to shoot, that it is [certainly entitled to 
~eall on taem for support. Its expenditures during the 
year have been great, and the officers of the National 
Guard should be the first to recognize the importance of 
sustaining it in its labor, and should, without waiting 
for their men to act, set an example themselves by becom- 
ing life members. It is perhaps well to state that the rate 
‘of life memberships in a short time will undoubtedly be 
increased, therefore now is the accepted time to secure the 
life privileges of Creedmoor and the National Rifle Associa- 
tion. 

Crespmoor.—The first competition for the Remington 
diamond badge, for long range firing, took place at the 
range of the N. R. A. November 15. With the exception of 
the Sharpshooter’s match at the meeting of the association 
last month, this was really the first trial of skill at long 
range. This match therefore excited more than usnal our 
amateur marksmen ; and the first contest, despite the late 
season, drew no less than sixteen competitors. The noon- 
hour and day specified for the holding of the :aatch likewise 
made it difficult for many to leave their business, as the 
shooting at the three ranges 500, 800, and 1,000 yards, 
with even these comparatively few competitors, consumed 
about four hours. ‘The day, which opened rather threaten- 
ing, proved after all very acceptable, the sun coming out, 
making the grounds Iobk congenial to the marksmen. The 
wind was not strong, and at the last competition became 
reduced to almost a calm, The temperature later in the af- 
ternoon also moderated, so that on the whole, the season con- 
sidered, the day was exceedingly fair for shooting, and the 
marksmanship displayed at the different ranges was not in 
the least inferior for a beginning. Mr. Robert Omand, a 
marksman of long practice—in fact, an expert shot—won 
the prize by a score of 70 out of a possible 84 at the three 
ranges. Mr. Omand, as before stated, won the 2d prize in the 
Sportsmen’s match (800 and 1,000 yards) at the first meeting 
of the N. R. A., making 26 at the 800 yards, and 16 at 1,000 
yards. In this last competition, however, ho made 23 at 
500, 25 at 800, and 22 at 1,000 yards. At the first range he 
was equalled by several competitors, and beaten by four; 
while at the second range Lieutenant-Colonel Gildersleeve, 
of the Twelfth Infantry, made 27 to his 25. In the longest 
range, 1,000 yards, Mr. Omand, howefer, left his ten com- 
petitors, with one exception, far in the rear, and this ex- 
ception was that of Mr. J. 8S. Conlin, a professional marks- 


man, who lost by 5 points only. The contest, after it be-' 


came reduced to these two competitors, was very interesting, 
particularly as they were the Jast to finish their score. These 
gentlemen fired at different targets, being three tar- 
gets apart, and during the firing the interest in the 
shooting was manifested by the quietude of the groups im- 
mediately in their rear. In one instance, at a simultaneous 
discharge, the white discs went up at both targets, and in 
another instance, just as Mr. Conlin was about to fire, a 
eoach dog, belonging to some one on the grounds, crossed 
immediately before the muzzle of his rifle; even this, how- 
ever, did not disturb his aim, for he made a bull's-eye im- 
mediately after. 

In this connection we would state that we have observed 
in these matches a system of “coaching,” which to say 
the least is objectionable. The rules of the association re- 
quire that no one but the party firing and the scorers shall 
be at the firing point, but unfortunately this rule has been 
hard to enforce, and, despite every effort, spectators, and 
squads awaiting the call, will gather around firing competi- 
tors, and by general conversation, and direct rewarks as to 
the firing and score of the competitors, cause no little an- 
noyance to the parties concerned. In time we trust the 
association will protect competitors against this annoyance 


by erecting in the rear of these points a fence of wire or 
some such material, aud force all not firing outside of it 


during matches. The ‘‘ coaching’? system in vogue is 


_allowing some one in the immediate rear of the contestant 


“to load, swab, and otherwise adjust the rifle for the party 
firing; also to offer suggestions regarding the sights, eto. 


The far better and only fair plan would be to have each 
contestant ‘‘go it slone,”’ and then theré would be no 


chance for disputes. In this diamond match the second 


his position, nor did anything but aim and fire; while the 
winner neither asked nor accepted any assistance of this kind. 


there would have been good grounds fora protest, for it is 
a well known fact that our amateur marksmen are partic- 
ularly fond of protests. 

The conditions of this match excluded telescopic sights, 
but allowed any breech-loader not over 10 Ibs., with trigger 
not less than 3 lbs. pull, The best twenty shots only were to 
go to the 800 yards range, but as the entries were less than 
this number, all fired at the first two ranges, with the fol- 
lowing result : 


Name and arm. 00 yards 800 yards. 

Robt. Umand (Rem’tn sp’g) .. 343 3244-23 33444 4 3—25 
J.8. Conlon (Sh sp’s).... 333343423 343243 4—28 
J.P. M. Richards, 7th Inf. 

(Sharpe sporting).........-. aol 334444—-22 223343 s—20 
Leon Backer, 22d Inf. (Re 

ington sporting....-...-...+ if 3332 4¥4-22 404342 4-21 

Kellogg, Jr., 23d Intan- 

try (Remington sporting)... 3033444-21 34343 3 3—23 
Lieut.-Col. Gildersieeve. 12th 

Inf. (Remington sporting).. 444200 3—17 3 4.4,4 4 4 4—27 
G. W. Yale (Sharpe sporting) 4433343—% 332342 2-19 
L. C. Bruce (Sharpe military) 334343 4-24 0200000—2 
A. V. Canfield, 22a Inf. (Rem- 

ington sporting) pecccesocece 0232233—15 0303000~—6 
H, Fulton (Sharpe sporting).. 3 4 4 3 3 3 4—24 030033 3—12 
G,. os sp’g.... 233033 3-17 0000020—-2 
D. Cameron, 79th Loaf. (Rem- 

ington a bene éeesees 0223230—-12 R300030—6 
Gen. J. — (Rem- 

BLS es 2332020—-12 4000000—4 
Alex. Pyle, 79th Tal. (Remung- 

ton sporting)........--.0+++ 4023003 4-13 0300000—3 
A. Alford (Remington wp’)... 333003 3-15 0000000—0 


At the 500 yards range Colonel Gildersleeve’s sight slipped 
down to 300, and he had almost finished his score before he 
observed it. Mr. Canfield looked so sharp in firing at this 
game range that he broke his sight. 

Only the ten best shots were allowed to fire at the 1,000 
yards range, and the following is the aggregate score ot these 
competitors. 


500 800 1000 Aggre- 
yards. yards. yards. gate. 
R. Omand (Remington’sporting)....... 23 25 22 70 
J. . Conlin (Sharpe sporting)......... 23 23 19 65 
J.P 4... Richards, 7th Inf. — 
sporti BED ocnscecsevececcvesecsescces 22 20 16 58 
Leon Recker, 22d Inf. (Rem. SPs Decco 22 21 14 57 
58. L Kellogg, Jr., 23d Inf. (Remington 
BPOTtING)....-cecrcccscccrsccreccress 21 23 10 54 
Lieut-Col. Gildersleeve, 12th Infantry 
(Remington sporting)...§........--.. 17 27 2 46 
G. W. Y: be agg ee sporting). . o. 24 19 0 43 
Capt. L. C. Bruce ( Sha‘ military). . 24 2 ll 37 
A. V. Canfield, Jr., 22d Inf. (Reming- 
tom Sporting)... .....-ceeeseeceeeceee 15 6 15 36 
Henry Fulton (Sharpe sporting)...... - 24 12 0 36 


The badge is of Roman gold—a miniature 500-yard tar- 
get, with a diamond bull’s-eye, is surrounded by laurel 
leaves. Above these are> crossed Remington rifles, and 
above the rifles a scroll bearing the inscription, ‘‘ Keming- 
ton Badge.” L. C. Clark, of Philadelphia, has given a 
Whitworth rifle, fully equipped, valued at $100 in gold, as 
the second prize. J. S. Conlin obtained the d prize, 
making 65 with a Sharpe sporting. 

During last week there was good practice-shooting done 
by J. P. M. Richards, 8. S. Conlin, @. W. Hamilton, Leon 
Backer, and others. Mr. Bethel Burton did some excellent 
shooting, scoring 19 out of a possible 20 with his Ward-Bur- 
ton gun. Adjutant Murphy, Twelfth regiment, scored two 
17s out of a possible 20 with a Ward-Burton gun. He also 
made 20 (five bull’s-eyes) at 500 yards with his Remington 
military. Owing to the lateness of the season, the match 
for the Turf, Field and Farm badge, appointed for the 29th 
of November, will not be held. 


Dritt or First Division Orricers.—In accordance 
with the provisions of paragraph 534, Gencral Regulations, 
all general and field officers, the division staff, chiefs of 
staff, and inspectors of brigades are ordered to meet for 
theoretical instruction at Nos. 7, 9, and 11 West Thirteenth 
street on the 23th inst. at 8 o’clock P. m. 


Nunta Inrantry.—This regiment, Colonel Braine, drilled 
by wings at the armory on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 
At an election held in Company I, of this command, on 
Wednesday, 5th irst., Sergeant Morris, of Company F, was 
elected second lieutenant, vice De Barry, resigned. Sergeant 
Morris has been a member of the regiment four years, and 
according to the report never missed a drill or a parade. 
At an election in Company H on the evening of the 7th inst. 
Corporal Auld was elected first lieutenant, vice Smith, re- 
signed. On the same evening ex-Lieutenant Smith was pre- 
sented with an elegant set of resolutions for long and faith- 
ful services, he having served fourteen years in Company 
H. Company D, Captain Bowland, intends holding a ‘‘ stag 
party ’? next month, as has been its custom the past three 
years. 





Evevents Inrantry.—The annual parade for inspection 
and muster of this so-termed demoralized regiment, at 
the State Arsenal, on Monday evening, notwithstanding 
the inclemency of the weather, attracted a considerable 
number of visitors, prominent among whom were Major- 
General Mott, of the Egyptian service, in full uniform, and 
Major-General Shaler and staff, of the State service, in 
civilian’s dress. Naturally enough the largest portion pres- 
ent braved the elements for.no other purpose than that of 
criticising the appearance of the regiment, and more especi- 
ally the bearing of its colonel ; and many sharp and hearti- 
ly abserd comments were offered by some of these critics. 
Preceding the inspection a review was received by Inspector- 
Geveral Wm. H. Morris, accompanied by Colonel Blanchard, 


Considering the late disorganized condition of the regiment, 


best shot was “ coached,’”’ and at the last range never left | and the peculiar feelings of the men, we are constrained to 


omit the criticisms which ordinarily and; under other ciroum- 
stances would accompany a report of this character. We 
will merely state, therefore, that the movements were for the 
most part executed poorly; the men were unsteady, and 
the active discussions in the ranks more than usual. The 
ranks of this regiment, however, contain material which 
under judicious management might be of some service to 
the State. But of late years a dissatisfaction has taken pos- 
session of a portion of the regiment, and unless the dis- 
turbing element is forthwith weeded out the regiment can 
never succeed. We have all along advocated the disband- 
ment of this organization, and even now, after all the mass 
meetings of the rank and file, the courts-martial of officers 
and men, and the State Court of Inquiry, we have not 
changed our views materially. From what we can see and 
learn, the same feeling is,"still in the regiment, and no 
amount of ‘‘whitewash’’ can cover its faults. At 
this inspection the regiment paraded in good strength, 
and there was a purpose in this large turnout; but 
strength never yet made a regiment. It requires much 
more than this, and these!requirements we fear the Elevy- 
enth, by its past actions, does not possess. Colonel Vilmar, 
it was claimed, was the ‘chief obstacle to the regiment’s suc- 

cess, and all the trouble arose from a disrespect of him and 

his authority. The State Court of Inquiry, however, seems 

to have found him free from blame—and the question now 

is, why all this riot and commotion when really no one was 

at fault ? 

We were unable to obtain the regular returns of the in- 
spection, but, according to the adjutapt’s return, the regi- 
ment mustered 460 officers and men present. Its return for 
1872 was 433 present, 105 absent, 538 total. 


Seventa Inrantry.—This regiment, Colonel Clark, will 
parade in full uniform and overcoats on Evacaation Day, 
Tuesday, November 25, for review at the City Hall by his 
Honor the Mayor and the Common Council. Assembly at 
1:45 p. mu. Pursuant to brigade orders, a regimental court- 
martial will convene at the armory December 10, at 8 o’clock 
Pp. M., for the trial of delinquent non commissioned officers 
and privates of this regiment. Major George Moore Smith 
has been detailed as president of the court. The Board of 
Examination will meet at the armory on Wednesday, De- 
cember 17, at 8 o’clock Pp. m., for the examination of all non- 
commissioned officers who have not received their warrants. 
Private A. N. Ryerson baving been expelled by Company 
F,and Private George H. Rache having been expelled by 
Company I, the action of said companies has been confirmed 
by the regimental commander. 

Twetrra InrAntry.—The company drills in this com- 
mand baving been suspended in consequence of the repairs 
now taking place at the armory, the several companies will 
parade for battalion drill, at the State Arsena!, in chasseur 
uniform, as follows: Companies A, B, D, I, and K, Novem- 
ber 25; Compani:s C, E, F, G,and H, December 1. As- 
sembly at 8:15 o’clock Pp. M. sharp. Only members of the 
regiment in uniform will be admitted, and the doors will be 
closed at ‘‘ assembly.”’ 

Battery K, First Division.--This battery, Captain Heub- 
ner, paraded mounted, in full uniform, on _ Monday after- 
noon last, fcr drill and instruction. The battery will also 
assemble in fatigue uniform, with sabre, st the State Arsenal 
for drill and instruction, January 8, February 5, March 23. 
Roll call at 8 o’clock p.m. The several sections composing 
this battery will assemble in fatigus uniform, with sabre, 
at the armory (of the Separate Troop of Cavalry, Captain 
Klein), Nos. 108 and 110 West Twenty-fourth street, near 
Sixth avenue, for drill and instruction by the respective 
chiefs of the sections, as follows: The right section, No- 
vember 27, January 29, February 26; the centre section 
December 4, February 12, March 5; the left section Decem- 
ber 11, February 19, March 12. Roll call at 8 o’clock P. m. 


Tue City ArsenAL.—The condition of the City Arsenal, 
located corner White and Elm streets in this city, is truly 
deplorable, and as the city authorities have taken no meas- 
ures to make the building even a safe place for the storage of 
artillery, we would advise the State to either sell the rub- 
bish now used fcr artillery purposes or remove it to a place 
of safety. As for using a building like this for instructive 
drill, it is cruel enough to awaken the best sympathies of Mr. 
Berg. The doors are shattered, and a whole wicdow-pane 
is something unknown, even to the keeper of the building. 
The main floors are worn and rotten, and the meeting-room 
used by the battery commands is one of the most dilapidated 
and filthy we have visited in many aday. ‘Tho floor has a 
carpet so rotten and dirty that it cannot be taken up or 
cleaned without a risk of its falling to pieces. This, with a 
rusty stove, a few broken chairs, and a broken chandelier, 
comprises the furniture of the room. The batteries which 
meet here furnish their own coal, and, we believe, pay for 
the gas also. The armorer, or keeper, lives in one portion 
of the building, but, with such surroundings, locked any- 
thing but happy. Captain Heubner, the commandant of 
Battery K, has notified General Knox that he will no 
longer be held accountable for the State property ia this 
building, and in so doing he has adopted the correct course. 
In fact the batteries are gradually deserting the building, 
and, ia our opinion, no court should hold men accountable 
for non-attendance on drills while a building like this is of- 








A, I.@ and the brigade inspeotor, Major Wm. (. Dickel, 


fered as the only place for the purpose. Battery K 
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is now using the State Arsenal and the armory of Klein's 
roop for drills, and has so ordered all its drills for this 

winter, as will be observed by orders published elsewhere. 
The building itself is built of solid stone, and a few years 
ago three or four thousand dollars could have put it in fair 
condition; now, however, it would probably take ten thou- 
sand dollars to place itin anything like the state it should 
be. It is true the State property in this building is not very 
valuable; but the prospect of a war with Spain will un- 
doubtedly increase the value of old iron and brass. It would 
therefore be well for the State tosave its property for the 
advance. The condition of the guns, carriages, etc,, of the 
First division batteries is weli known; and the report of 
Colonel Porter, A. C. A. First division, made some time 
since, can at any time be verified by visiting the City Ar- 
senal. We trust the State, now that it has purchased a Gat- 
ling battery fcr this division, will dispose of the dangerous, 
shaky material called artillery now in its possession. 

Tux Stare Creepmoor Prize.—The prize presented by 
the State of New York, and won by the Twenty-second regi- 
ment in the rifle contest at Creedmoor last month, has been 
entrusted to Tiffany & Co., of Union Square, for exhibition. 
It is in the nature of a bowl or vase, with a suitable pillar 
and base, and is provided with such appropriate ornamenta- 
tions as indicate the purpose for which it has been presented, 
The base is of the Doric type, elaborately; }ornamented. 
Stars are emblazoned on it, and it is enriched by a border of 
laurel leaves, as typical of victory. From the base a pillar 
rises, which supports the bowl or vase, and at its sides are 
crouched the figures of marksmen in the uniform of the Na- 
tional Guard. The pillar has bas relief ornamentations in 
the shapes of laurel branches. These are composed of oxi- 
dized silver. The bowl proper is ornamented with a border 
similar to that on the base, and on either side is a five model 
of the American eagle. The entire piecefof plate is made 
of solid silver, and it weighs 174 ounces. Its height is 17 
inches, and the bowl is 21 inches wide. The figures are of 
oxidized silver, und all the details are made to scale. 


Tuirty-Seconp Inrantry.—The books, papers, ete., of the 
Thirty-secood regiment were inspected by Brevet Major- 
General Wm. H. Morris, Inspector-General, Brigade Inspec- 
tor Theo. Linington, and Assistant Adjutant-General Wm. R. 
Bunker, of the Eleventh brigade, on Friday evening of last 
week. Captain Louis Finkelmeier, of Company C, presented 
the handsomest set of books, well written up, and according 
to regulations. He attends in person to the clerical duties 
of the company. The books, etc., at regimental headquar- 
ters might have been ‘‘ posted’’ if Brevet Major and Adju- 
tant Fred. J. Karcher had not been a candidate for alder- 
man of Brooklyn. 

Tae ConsoLIpATION PLtan.—A prominent officer of the 
Eleventh brigade, Second division, has: prepared for the 
Brooklyn papers an slaborate plan of consolidating the First 
and Second divisions of the State, so as to save thousands 
of dollars to the State and the counties of New York and 
Kings. The plan looks very acceptable on paper, and in 
many respects seems quite practicable. It is proposed to re- 
duce the Second division to a brigade by uniting the Thir- 
teenth and Forty-seventh regiments of infantry, the Four- 
teenth and Fifteenth battalions, the Twenty-eighth and 
Thirty-second regiments, the Twenty-third regiment being 
conceded strong enough to ‘‘ go it alone.’’ 

It is proposed to either abolish the Second brigade, First 
division, or consolidate it with the First or Third brigade of 
that division, the brigade in Brooklyn to be designated the 
Second: This reorganization takes the last muster as its 
basis, and considers absentees of no real account, in the cal- 
culation at least, and by an intricate computation shows 
how many dollars the State will save per man by wiping 
out these absentees, and having none but the ‘* solid men to 
the front,” who, by the way, are always expected to be 
present. The First division, actively, is to be represented 
by 6,353 men, thoroughly armed and equipped, and by the 
dropping of the absentees the writer claims to save to 
the State over $14,000 per annum on the uniform fund alone, 
to say nothing of the amount saved the State, and ‘large 
amount saved the city for armories, etc. By consolidating 
the Second division it is claimed by another calculation that 
the State will save over $3,000 on the uniform fund, and 
Kings county save the further erection of expensive ar- 
mories by order of the State. In Brooklyn, the snug sum of 
$10,900 is to be saved in music per annum. In conclusion, 
the writer proposes to disband all company organizations 
throughout the State, except in cities where the population 
warrants the maintenance of a battalion or regiment. By this 
means the Stateis to save hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

At this time we cannot undertake to discuss in detail the 
merits of this plan, but must confess that it has at least the 
merit of novelty, if not practicability. We have long con- 
tended that the State had too many organizations, and the 
force would be twice as effective if the number of commands 
were reduced. One brigade is really all the city of Brook- 
lyn requires; and New York city would have a far more 
effective force if at least seven of the regiments were dis- 
banded. Consolidations never yet have worked well, and 
entire disbandments are far preferable. This discussion of 
reducing the organized force is healthy, and we trust will 
attract the attention of the State. Wholesale disbandment 
would probably cause much weeping and gnashing, but that 
should make no difference to the authorities where so much 

at stake} 


Tue Twenty-seconn’s New Banp.—The Twenty-second 
regiment band, reconstructed under the direction of Mr. P. 
8. Gilmore, of Boston jubilee fame, made its first public ap- 
pearance in a grand concert at the Academy of Music on 
Tuesday evening, the 18th. The enterprise shown by the 
Twenty-second in winning from Boston her most distin- 
guished musical leader, and through his influence, backed 
by unlimited ducats, securing many of the most skilfal mu- 
sicians of this and other cities, has won the admiration and 
kindled the curiosity of both musical and military circles. 

At ten minutes past eight the curtain rose, and the new 
band was seen at the back of the stage, drawn up in solid 
phalanx in its gorgeous uniform of dark blue trimmed with 
scarlet and gold, and, amid enthusiastic applause, advanced 
to the foot-lighta, removed caps at a signal, and struck up 
the ‘‘ Salute to New York,’’ a march composed by Mr. Gil- 
more expressly for this joccasion. This piece, and another 
by the same composer, played afterwards, belongs to the 
class of spirited and vigorous military music which is always 
received with acclamation. The beautifal overture to Ros- 
sini’s ‘‘ Semiramide’’ followed, and was admirably executed, 
though a trifle too rapid; tnen came a number of selections 
from popular operas, solos on the cornet a piston, clarinet, 
and saxaphone, and finally a pot pourri of national airs, 

The presence of Arbuckle and Lafebre, and a score of 
other soloists and musicians of high reputation, gives to this 
band a prestige never before reached by an American 
band ; and it is the declared purpose of the enterprising di- 
rector to mould this material into a band which shall know 
no superior in any country. The superb bands of the Garde 
R caine of France, the Kaiser Franz of Germany, and 
Grenadier Guards of England, are all thejresult of long 
years of patient training; and it is not to be expected that 
sixty-five Americans, with a fortnight’s; acquaintance with 
their leader, and preparatory practice at only a dozen re- 
hearsals, should play with the ease, grace, and precision of 
the famous bands of Europe. 

We understand that the regiment pays the director a sal- 
ary of $7,500 per annum, and several of the leading musi- 
cians draw very handsome salaries. The expense of bring- 
ing out the band upon parades will be $500 for each occa- 
sion. This is alarge expense upon the regiment, but the 
result promises to justify the outlay, as is already evident 
in the increased popularity of the regiment, and the rapid 
filling up of the recruiting list. Another important result is 
the improvement in the standard of military band music, 
which is sure to follow. Already the Seventh regiment has 
decided to increase the numbers and efficiency of its band, 
and expects before long to parade with a band of 100 mem- 
bers. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 

— Tue Seventh parade in winter attire on Evacuation 
Day. 

— Te Thirteenth’s armory plans have been adopted. 
Now comes the advertising for erecting the building, which 
is to cost $80,000. 

— Tue Ninth regiment drum corps, Drum-Major Hill, 
will hold its second annual reception at the regimental ar- 
mory December 15. 

— Ir is rumored that Major-General John B. Woodward, 
the Second division, contemplates resigning, but we don’t 
believe a word of it. 

— Tae Thirty-second regiment drum corps, Drum-Major 
Batterson, will enjoy a dance on December 1. 

— Tue Twenty-eighth regiment drum corps will dance all 
night at the Military Hall, Williamsburgh, on December 1. 

— On December 3 the Forty- seventh regiment drum corps 
will indulge in a hop at the armory. 

— Tse Seventh talk of giving a charitable ball at the 
Academy this winter, in place of a series of concerts at the 
armory. 

— Battery B, Second division, Major John Timmes, is 
in excellent condition. The hatchet is buried, and they now 
smoke the pipe of peace. 

—TnE promenade concert and soiree dansante of the 
Twenty-eighth regiment will take place at the armory on 
Thanksgiving evening. 

— Tue “opening” of the Twelfth’s new armory made by 
fire is being repaired rapidly. The festive opening has, 
therefore, been indefinitely postponed. 

— Tue Twenty-third’s Board of Officers have voted not 
to allow any spirituous liquors to be dispensed in the new 
armory on any occasion. Good for the Twenty-third! We 
trust other regiments will follow its example. 

— Company H, Eighty-fourth, hold its twelfth annual 
reception at the armory on Thanksgiving evening, Novem- 
ber 26. The “E. A. Kimball Guard,’’ Company A, First 
Infantry, likewise holdsits eighth reception at the regimental 
armory on the same evening. 

— Iris reported that Brigadier-General J. V. Meserole, 
Eleventh brigade, will succeed Major-General Woodward if 
he should retire, but we can’t let an officer like ‘‘ General 
John’’ leave the service. He is surely one of Wature’s 
Noblemen, as well as one of the most conscientious officers 
in the State service. 

— Ar an election in Company F, Thirteenth Infantry, 
held on the 11th inst., Private 8. B. Parker, of Company 





H, was elected first lieutenant. 


officer in the late war, and has since held a commission in 
the National Guard of Massachusetts. He has a good 
record, and will doubtless prove a valuable acquisition to 
the company. 

— Company F, Seventh, has unanimously elected the 
following officers: Second Lieutenant F. A. Goodwin, first 
lieutenant ; First Sergeant H. B. Turner, second lieutenant ; 
and Sergeant Geo. W. Rand, first sergeant, Colonel Clark 
presided at the election, and at its termination, as ueual, 
the company partook ofa collation. In promoting Messrs. 
Goodwin and Turner the company has not only followed 
the good rule of rotation in office, but has appreciated long, 
faithful, and efficient services, these officers having served | 
twelve years in the company. 

— Ar an election held in Company I, Thirteenth In- 
fantry, November 12, Lieutenant-Colonel Philip H. Briggs 
presiding, Corporal George E. Stevenson was elected second 
lieutenant, vice Deacor, resigned. The lieutenant has done 
very faithful service in his company, introducing a number 
of recruits into the organization, and bids fair to make a 
very competent officer. After Lieutenant Stevenson’s elec- 
tion, the company selected Corporal William R. Hunting- 
ton to be sergeant, and Privates Richard B. 8. Grim and 
William P. Knapp to be corporals to fill vacancies. The 
usual speech-making and ‘flow of soul’? took place after 
the election, the newly elected officers taking the lead as 
customary. 

— In these piping times of peace (the Cuba question ex- 
cepted) it is very seldom the warrant of corporal receives the 
appreciation it really merits. Mr. George Campbell, o 
newly elected corporal of Company H, Ninth Infantry, how- 
ever, considers this position eminently honorable, and on 
the evening of November 14 showed his acknowledgment of 
the good services of his comrades by inviting the company 
to a collation given at the regimental armory, The little 
gathering was exceedingly pleasant, and sociability was the 
order of the evening. Speeches were made by Lieutenant~ 
Colonel Hitchcock, Captain Slater, and not a few others. 
The corporal was likewise well toasted. Colonel Cowan, of 
Buffalo, also the company Glee Club, enlivened the evening: 
with songs, and the newly elected corporal made hosts of 
friends, and never was so happy. 





— Amone@ the progressive companies of the Seventh is the 
Ninth, or Company I, commanded by Captain Wm. C. Casey, 
an equally progressive commandant. At the annual inspec — 
tion of the regiment, held some few weeks since, this com-- 
pany mustered all but four of its roll of sixty-thres members,. 
and even these four were satisfactorily ‘‘ accounted for,’” 
and since which time it has gained several recruits. Om 
Thursday evening of last week, after a very instractive drill, 
the company elected ©. Grahim Bacon (formerly first lieu- 
tenant of Company A) first sergeant ; after which ex-Cap- 
tain Arthur and ex-Lieutenant Sweet were each presented 
with resolutions very handsomely engrossed. The company 
then adjourned to Sieghortner’s, in Lafayette Plaee, upen 
invitation of the ex-officers, and partook of a fine collation. 
The usual speeches were made by the ex and present officers, 
and in fact by most all present, and all had a good time 
generally. Lieutenant Germond then presided at the piano, 
and some very fine singing was indulged in by members of 


the company. All were very enthusiastic. The Ninth com- 
pany will soon be one of the largest and best companies in 
the Seventh regiment. The members ,are very deeply in- 
terested in rifle practice, and hope next year to show some 
good results. The “ Creed Catechism ’’ has been well 
distributed throughout the company, and it is expected that 
many members, if not the whole company, will soon become 
members of the National Rifle Association. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Recaruir.—The new Tactics will answer your questions. 

L. W. J.—There are colored cadets in the Military Academy. 

4 T. L.—There is no law prohibiting the appointments you men- 
tion. 

A Scpsoriper,—The War Department can best answer your 
question. 

W. T. A.—The reply to ** T. F.” and “ Recruit,” covers a reply 
to your questions. 

T. F.—We deem it advisable to await the issue of the new Tac- 
tics before answeiing tactical questions. 

Gzo. Decnaup, Fort Snelling.—There is no United States law 
forbidding enlistments on Sunday. They are legal. 

A. T. L.—Soldiers can orly wear the prescribed uniform. You 
should apply for permission to wear the corps badge. 

CC. Barruman, Virginia, Mo.—General E. Upton, West Point, 
N. Y., can best answer your question. Messrs. Appleton & Co. 
published the first edition, 

Ye iex.—Enlisted men can be transferred from one regiment 
to anotaer under orders from the War Department of the com- 
manding general. See par. 145 Army Regulations. 

Max WernserGer.—The law allows one 





Constant Resper.—The Regulations provide that ordnance, 
sergeants and hospital stewards 1ank together to the. 
dates of their warrants. Under the wording of the law creating — 
commiss 'ry-sergeants we should say that they would rank with. 
either of these grades. 


Joun T. a San Francisco, ere A wey eae 
tial can legally impose ® ntence on an enlisted man, “to be dishon- 
orably Fm. pontine the s-rvice und thereafter to be confined ina mili- 
tary prison fora number of years.” 2. Anenlisted man sentenced * 
as idete to dishonorable discharge and confinement, 

going such confinement cannot be tried bya ; 
tial on @ charge of *‘ conduct prejudicia! to good 
be gol ex under the 
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FOREIGN ITEMS. 
THe to be encouatered on the west coast of 
Africa may be estimated from the fact that out of the 


110 officers and men of the marines who embarked in 
England a few months since, only six have been able to 
remain on that station. 

A SPECIAL despatch from Berlin to the London Times 
says that in co uence of the formation of fortified 
camps at Belfort, con, and Verdun, Prussia will 
increase her military reserves. The Federal Council 
has ordered the distribution among the States of the 
German Empire of another installment of the French 
war indemnity, amounting to 30,000,000 thalers. 

Tur Miyiag Fish, another vf the unarmored compo- 
site screw sloops, of which class a number have been sent 
afloat from the various English dock-yards during the 
ee was launched from the Chatham (England) 

-yard on the 8thof November. The building of 
this vessel was very rapid, as the authorities were anxi- 
ous to get her completed and ready for sea. 

AN alteration has been made in the manufacture of 
the buckshot cartridges at the British Royal Arsenal, 
Woolwich, by the substitution of bone-dust in lieu of 
plaster of Paris to fill in the interstices between the 
shots and to solidify the charge sufficiently to preserve 
its cohesion. From the experiments made with the two 
kinds of buckshot cartridges at the targets it appears 
that those in which bone-dust is used make twenty per 
cent. better practice than the original pattern. 


Tae following official notice of the blockade of the 
Gold Coast is declared by the senior British naval offi- 
cer on the west coast of Africa: ‘(I hereby declare that 
on tho 29th day of August last the Gold Coast, from 
Cape Coast Castle, in latitude 5 deg. 6 min. north, 
longitude 1 deg. 14 min. west to the river Assinee, in 
latitude 5 deg. min. north, longitude 3 deg. 
23 min. west, was placed in a state of block- 
ade by a competent force of her Majesty’s ships, 
and are now in such a state of blockade, and that all 
measures authorized by the law of nations and the re- 
spective treaties between her Majesty and the different 
neutral powers will be enforced on behalf of her Majes- 
t — all vessels which may attempt to violate the 
b e.” 


Broad Arrow of November 1 says: ‘The steamer 
Tglian, which is being laden with all despatch at the 
‘Woolwich arsenal with stores for the Gold Coast by 

of men working day and night, has had a large 

of ‘4’ painted on her bows and quarter, as she is 
the fourth of the transports specially chartered for the 

ition. She takes out, among other things, the sec- 
ond locomotive engine between decks, amidships, with 
two long wagons or tenders, fitted like the engine, with 
both flange wheels for railway travelling, and broad flat 
wheels for passing over roads. A large quantity of flints 
accompany the muskets, to replenish such as have or 
may become defective, and special ammunition for these 
ancient weapons is being packed ready for embarkation 
in the same ship.”’ 

Or the fourth part of the work of the Prussian General 
Staff on the war of 1870, to‘which we referred last week, 
the correspondent of an English paper says: ‘* The 
fourth volume of the German General Staff’s official his- 

of the Franco-German war has just been published 
at Berlin. The period it deals with is the German 
march upon Metz and the operations before that fortress 
up to the battle of Colombez-Nouvilly,/which occurred 
on the 14th of August. The greater part of the book is 
taken up by the narrative of the march, and this account 
brings the action of the German cavalry prominently 
forward. The volume may therefore be looked upon in 
a certain sense as an essay on the duties of cavalry, il- 
lustrated -by historical examples.” 


THERE are only four old Prussian colors remaining 
in France, with the exception of two old flags on the 
ve of Napoleon I. To this number must be added the 
Fronien cavalry standards, which are in the groups of 
colors of the Second battalion of the Sixty-first regi- 
ment of Infantry, which were lost at Dijon during the 
last war. All other Prussian trophies which were for- 
merly in the possession of the French were either re- 
taken by the Prussians in 1814, or, as the French say, 
burned together with all the colors kept at the Hotel 
des Invalides at Paris by the veterans resident there, as 
they saw that the capture of Paris was unavoidavle. It 
is said that they collected the ashes of all the tro- 
phies burned, threw them into a cask of wine, and 
drank the mixture to the health of the Emperor. The 
sword of Frederick the Great, which the First Napoleon 
took from Potsdam in 1806, could not be found in 1814 
and 1815, in spite of all search. It had been concealed 
in the cupola of the Hotel des Invalides, but it is said 
that it is now in the possession of some private gentle- 
man. Whether the upper part of the colors of the Sec- 
ond battalion of the Sixteenth regiment of Prussian In- 
fantry, which was shot off at Vionville and found on the 
field of battle by the French, has been sent to Paris or 
not has not been ascertained. Two Prussian guns lost 
at Gravelotte were returned at the surrender of Metz ; 
and, in fact, only one Prussian gun, lost during the late 
war at Beaune-la-Rolande, remains in the hands of the 
French. 


Tue class of society from which the British navy is 
recruited is shown in the list of the occupations of the 
parents of boys borne in the training ships last year, 

‘which appears in some interesting notes and statistics 
rela’ to the training of boys for the royal navy, in 
1872, Staff-Surgeon Seaton Wade, lately printed: 
Professions, 14; clerks, 51; warrant officers in navy and 

other offices, 27; seamen, 530; soldiers, 124; civil and 
railway officials, 81; domestic servants, 168; tradesmen 
and shopkeeper, 818 ; workmen, blacksmiths, carpen- 
ters, etc., ; laborers, farm and masons, 559; mis- 

yeou-, 122; both parents dead, 33. From a table 
of the religion of sey he training ships it seems 

that 3,638 bye oro {Ohurch of England; 441 
were Roman 160 Presbyterians, 316 Wesle: 
Methodists, 25 Beptists, 16 Independents, 3 “ Bible 


while 1 orig. ess Jew. OF these 4,600 
boys in all, 4,085 were English--1,547 from English 
counties and the islands round the coast, and 2,488 from 
English towns; 927 came from London, 86 from Bristgl, 
62 from Liverpool, and 52 from Birmingham. The 
naval ports contribute largely, the boys in these towns 
being generally ready to join the service at 15. 481 
came from Plymouth and Devonport, and 188 from 
Portsmouth and Gosport. 47 boys came from Wales, 
the greater part from Cardiff and its neighborhood ; 
they were entered at Bristol, and are represented as not 
being of “‘a desirable stamp.” 98 Scotch boys. 


A SPECIAL correspondence to the Herald, dated at 
Sydney, Australia, on September 6, reports as follows: 
“ The visit of the French iron-clad Ataania to this port 
is not without interest to those who are endeavoring to 
solve the question of ships v. guns. She is a vessel of 
the original European type, a wooden hulljgplated with 
iron, and having an external sheathing of timber, over- 
laid with copper at and about fthe water-line. Vessels 
of this class were cousidered good for any amount of 
ocean cruising, and the Aéalania has proved herself to be 
a comparatively fair sea-going vessel, as well as a for- 
midable antagonist viewed froma distance. Her pres- 
ent cruise has demonstrated that she is faulty in con- 
struction, besides entailing an expenditure here of some 
$30,000. The first encounter with Atlantic waves 
caused her hull to work so much that some of the outer 
sheathing buckled and washed off. This was replaced 
at Rio Janeiro, only to be again stripped during the 
next gale she met, and on being docked it was found 
necessary to remove the whole of the outside woodwork, 
and substitute Australian hard wood sheathing, fast- 
ened to the armor plates with screw bolts at intervals of 
four feet, the whole being covered ‘over with extra 
thicknesses of felt and sheathed with copper. As her 
present voyage will extend to San Francisco, the naval 
authorities there will have an <pportunity of judging 
whether the new plan has proved more efficient than 
that of the French builders. The admiral appears satis- 
fied with it, and also with the facilities possessed for 
docking and repairing a vessel of her size in Sydney.” 


“ THERE is a curious point,” says Broad Arrow, “in 
connection with the deviation of the compass on board 
iron ships which is only now beginning to attract the 
attention of scientific men, and may therofore perhaps be 
new to some of our naval readers, the subject, so far as 
we are aware, having not yet fonnd its way into any 
treatise on navigaticn. It is now believed that some of 
the sudden and hitherto unaccountable changes in the 
deviation of the compasses of iron ships—which are 
often unsuspested until alleged as the only conceivable 
cause of the vessel running ashore—are the effects of an 
unequal and varying distribution of heat over the iron 
hull, for it is well known that electricity is generated in 
a metallic substance by heat applied in a certain way, 
and, in fact, there is a branch of electrical science called 
thermo-electricity, devoted to the investigation of phe- 
nomena of thiskind. All that is necessary to develop 
thermo-electricity is to heat a metallic body unequally 
at different parts—or, what comes to the same thing, to 
cool-it unequally—and if the electrical sction be suffi- 
ciently intense, it need hardly be said that the metallic 
mass would, under such circumstances, affect the com- 
pass needle. Now, the compass deviation on board an 
iron ship navigating the Red Sea has been observed to 
be different in the evening from what it was in the 
morning. It is thought not improbable that this may 
be partly owing tothe sun’s rays striking one side of 
the vessel in the morning and the other in the afternoon. 
At both these times of the day the hull would be un- 
equally heated, but in a reverse way, thus exciting in 
the iron plating varying currents of electricity, presum- 
ably sufficient to produce the observed fluctuations in 
the compass, Again, sudden slight changes of compass 
deviation, not exceeding five degrees, have been noticed 
on board iron ships on the North American coast, be- 
tween Sable Island and Nantucket, and these are now 
attributed to changes in the temperature of the hull, oc- 
casioned by the vessel passing from warm to cold water, 
or vice versa. The warm temperature of the Gulf Stream, 
taken in connection with the cold counter current, is 
considered to be quite sufficient to account for many of 
the suspected compass errors on board iron ships in the 
North Atlantic, and the recent loss of the City of Wash- 
ington may perhaps be expiained in this way. At all 
events, the question is one which ought to be thorough- 
ly investigated; and we may suggest that officers of 
H. M. ships on foreign stations might, by personal ob- 
servation, aid greatly in the elucidation of the sub- 
ject.” 

Fro the statistical report of the health of the British 
navy for 1871 it appears that of the mean force of 47,460 
officers and men employed during the year, 50.04, or one- 
half, were between the ages of 15 to 25; 35.61, or more 
than one-third, between 25 and 35; 11.66, a little over 
one-tenth, between 35 and 45; 2.50, or one-fortieth, be- 
tween 45 and 55; and an infinitesimal number at the 
period of 55 to 65. Taking the total cases or entries on 
the sick list, it appears that more than half were in men 
of 15 to 25; more than a third in men of 25 to 35; about 
one-twelfth between 35 and 45; and 1 1-2 per cent. be- 
tween 45 and 55. “These figures,” says Broad Arrow, 
“are suggestive enough, and they confirm all we have 
so often urged as to the importance, from a national 

int of view, of treating the men enlisted in her Ma- 
jesty’s navy as beings formed for society, entitled, on 
principles of morality alone, to enjoy the amenities of 
social life,and who cannot be debarred from them, 

whether by the m ess of their pay or their length 
ot service afloat, without a serious reaction against the 
welfare of the nation at large, and a serious detriment 
to the health and morality of the men themselves. 
There was, on the whole, in 1871, a de- 
crease in the ratio of cases entered on the 
sick list, also in that of men invalided out of the service, 
and in the death-rate. The mortality in 1870 





exceptionally high, owing to the loss of her Majes- 
ty’s ahipe Captain and Slaney ; but, alter deiipciing 
these special oausee, the deatb-rate of the two years was 


precisely the same, namely, 8.5 per 1,000. Including 
the losses thus occasioned in the former year, the de- 
crease in the comparative death-rate of 1871 was not less 
11.1 per 1,000 of force. The most trivial causes for which 
men enter on the sick list are recorded in the statistics. 
From the table of invalids, which shows the men who 
are permanently removed from the active list, and were 
therefore lost to the service, it appears that the largest 
proportion—nearly one-seventh—were invalided for ner- 
vous affections, while phthisis or consumption, diseases 
of the heart and blood-vessels, and diseases of the diges- 
tive system each contributed from one-eighth to one- 
ninth per cent. One-fourth of the deaths was due to 
wounds and injuries, a term which includes all cases of 
wounds in action and all deaths from drowning. The 

most fatal disease during the year was consumption, 
causing one-sixth of the total deaths; while diseases of 
the heartSstood next in order, causing nearly fourteen 

deaths in every hundred. Eruptive fevers, including 
smallpox, caused 7 1-2 per cent. of the deaths, but in ex- 
planation of this it is pointed out that the year 1871 

was the period in which the small-pox epidemic occurred 
on shore, Scurvy, at one time the scourge of the royal 
navy, is reported to have almost disappeared, only four 

cases occurring out of the 47,460 men, three of which 

were in the personsof Kroomen. Practically, this once 

dreaded disease no longer exiats. 


WRITING from St. Petersburg on October 24, the cor- 
respondent of the London Standard says: ‘ The Rus- 
sians are losing no time in strengthening their position 
on the Amou-Daria. A correspondent of the Moscow 
Gazette tells us that on the right bank of the river the 
first stone has been laid of a new fortress, which is to be 
called Petro-Alexandrovsk. The correspondent says 
further that a courier lately despatched from this place 
found hundreds of corpses of the liberated Persian 
slaves lying onthe road between Tchaour and Illially. 
These unfortunate people had been massacred on their 
way home by the Turcomans, after the evacuation of the 
Khanate by the Russian troops. The number of camels 
lost by the detachment of Taschkend during the expedi- 
tion seems to have been enormous. These animals are 
never so fit for work during the spring as at any other 
time of the year, and they began to fall on the first day’s 
march. Beyond Kly the cold was so intense that the 
number that died increased every day. As they ap- 
proached the Amou-Daria, water and forage became so 
scarce that there was barely sufficient: for the horses, and 
the camels suffered very severely. Only 1,200 reached 
the river—about a fifth of the number with which the 
troops started; 300 were sent back to bring on the 
things that had been left behind, and 300 were unable 
to cross the river, so that only 600 reached the left bank 
and went on to Khiva.” 











Some of the Osage tribe recently killed a Wichita 
chief. The Wichitas held the Osages responsible for 
the crime, and, under the ancient usuage, war would 
have been inevitable. The Osages demurred and offered 
to make reparation; accordingly the followers and 
friends of the slain man agreed to accept a doedand; 
after much deliberation they came to this conclusion : 
“ The Wichitas will not insist upon the punishment of 
E-sad-do-wa’s murderer. The shade of the fallen chief 
will mourn that it is not accompanied to the happy 
hunting ground by the dreary shade of the Osage war- 
rior at whose hand he fell. But we will intercede with 
the Great Spirit to receive it. We have now to deal 
with the living.” They agreed accordingly to call it 
square for $1,000, twenty good ponies, and $500 in an- 
nuity goods. And square it they did, though not until 
the thirsty Osages had beaten them down to a more 
modest sum. “ Who says,” asks the Law Register, with 
professional enthusiasm, “the Indians are not becoming 
civilized ?” 








AT a stated meeting of the C-mmandery of the State 
of Massachusetts, M. O., L. L., U. 8., held at the Parker 
House, School street, Boston, on Wednesday evening, 
November 5, the following-named candidates for member- 
ship were elected Companions of the Order of the First 
Class: Brevet Major Jacob B. Rawles, U. S. Army, 
Captain Fifth Artillery; Assistant Surgeon Robert 
Willard, Boston ; Major George Lotz, Boston; Brevet 
Lieutenant-Colonel James M. Richardson, Boston. 








THE best “ Elastic Truss” in the world is now sold 
by Pomeroy & Co., 744 Broadway, N. ¥., for Three 
Dollars. Write to them for full particulars. 














MARRIED. 
{Announcements of Marriages rirry CENTS each, and the signa- 
ture and address of the party sending should accompany the 
notice. ]} 





GacrBy—Fernp.—On Wednesday morning, November 12, at the 
residence of the bride’s parents, at Johnstown, Pa., by Rev. R. A. 
Fink, Captain James H. Gacesy, Third Infantry, to Miss Ma- 
THILDA FEND. 


WETHERILL— Hvussarp.—On Wednesday, November 12, at St. 
Clement's church, Philadelphia, Penna., by the Rev. J. Bloomfield 
Wetherill, Lieutenant ALexanpeER Macomp WETHERILL, Sixth 
Infantry, to Miss May Hupparp, of Chicago. 

Buunt—SmytTu.—In St. James Uhurch, Clinton, N. Y., on 
Tuesday, November 18, by the Rey. Amos B. Beach, D.D., Lieu- 
tenant StanHore E. Buiunt, U. 8. Army, to Fanny, youngest 
daughter of the late Charles Smyth, Esq., of Oswego, N. Y. 

Terry— Mason.— In St. Anne's church, Annapolis, Md., on 
Tuesday, Octobes 14, by Rev. Wm. 8. Southgate, Lieutenant- 
Commander S1Las Waricut Terry, U. 8. Navy, to Louisa Grumzr 
a a daughter of the late Judge Jno. Uhomson Mason, of Mary- 

nd, 








DIED. 


Brief announcements will be inserted under this head without 
charge. Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at the 
rate of two cents a word, unless it is intended to leave the question 
of their insertion to the discretion of the editor, 





Baritow.—On Sunday, November 2, at Delavan, Wis., aged 6 
hours, Hessrz Bartow, daughter of Major J. W. Barlow, Gorps of 
Engineers, and Hessie M. Barlow. 





-- 


Porrer.—At Rockford, Ill., November 13, Hargiez L., wife of 
Commander EBs Potter, U.B.Navye sap: 















SIR fog a. seman ent ~~ 
































